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INTRODUCTION. 


F late Tears, it ba been an unworthy Practice, among e Re, 
the Favourers of the Glaims of the Lower. Houſe of ions ot 
Convocation, to diſperſe Unju and Partial Accounts mag | 

their Proceedings throughout the Province; and they have Account. bi 

een very all ive in the ſame Wark before and ſince the late Chriſt- 


| 
15 Receſs, While the Houſes were actually ſitting, it was | 


ported, with the utmoſt Confidence,even in London, that the 
biſhops in their Addreſs had particularly thank'd Her Ma- 
% for promiſing to. maintain the Att of 7 oleration ; and | 
phich was equally falſe ) that a Motion was made in the Up- 1 
ey. Houſe for Alterations in the Liturgy, and very hardly car- i 1 
iel in the Negative, I know not whether the firſt Slander 1 
Wncerning the Addreſs, went further than London; but tis 
ertain, that this other about Alterations was diſpers d over 
le Kingdom by the Common News Writers : with what de- 
wm, and by whoſe contrivance, is not ſo certainly knewn, but - 
ay eafily be gueſs'd. | 

No ſeoner was the Convocation Prorogu'd for Chriſtmas ; but 
opies of the Lower-Houſe Addreſs were found in many parts 
the Province, as that, which their Lordſhips had rejected; 
pithout any Intimation of an Addreſs which had come before 
rom the Upper. Houſe, or the unworthy treatment it met 
wth in the Lower. | 
The like partial Account was given of the Proteſlation « 1 
dich has been reported and underſtood in the Countrey to be 1 
uy the Af of the Perſon who offer d it to the. Lower- Houſe 5 
nd preſented it to the Upper ; and the reaſen is plain, becauſe 

be Number of One and Fifty Hands ( tejid ſeveral others 

the ſame Perſwaſion who were not preſent either in Perſon 

Ir ty Proxy) would give much greater Weight and Authority 

0 the Proteſtation than its. Aduerſaries could reliſh, and would 
lo be a Teſtimony bow much narrower their Majo: ity is than 2 

be generality of People have been made to apprehend it. To 
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[2] 
To put a ſtop to theſe Miſrepreſentations, and to dy Tull 
to Truth; it was thought expedient, and indeed neceſſar ' 
draw up this particular Account of Proceedings, with * 
Papers and Iuſtruments on both fides ; That Honeſt aud Impu 
tial Men may be no longer abus d by theſe indirect Art, % 
may have a full view of the Cauſe before them, and, at f, 
ſame time they paſs judgment upon that, may conſider why , 
think of thoſe Men and their defigns, who ſo groſiy impoſe n 
them, and dare not truſt the whole Cauſe in their hand, 
If.z. The Truth h, ſome People have delighted to talk, and wy 
Account 10 judge of Convocations, who know little or nothing of tbe cu 
Sidon ftitution of them. - If they look into Modern Writers, they ra 
from Bp. perhaps ſuſpect their Accounts to be Partial; but thy c 
3 have no Objection to the Learning or the Candour of Biſky 
Stillingfleet, who before the beginning of the late Contrmeiſt 
ſpeaks thus of Convocations : As to the Law, as it ſtood he. 
tore, we muſt diſtinguiſh theſe two things : 
Eccleſ. 1. Convocations called by the King's Mit to the Biſhoys 
caſes 363. and the Body of the Clergy could never aſſemble with 
out it. But the Writ for the Convocation to fit with the 
Parliament (not together in Place, but at the ſame Time) 
is contained in the Writ to the Biſhop, and begins with 
the Clauſe, Præmunientes. And it is moſt probable, thi 
it began on the ſame Ground that the Attendance of Bur 
geſſes did, viz. That when they were brought into the 
Payment of Subſidies, they ought to give their Conſent 
For I find, that in the time of H. III. A. R. 39. the bf 
riour Clergy complained, That they were taxed without thei 
Conſent, 
2. Convocatigns called by the King's Writ to the An. 
Biſbops; and @ this Province the Archbiſhop ſends lis 
Mandate to the Biſhop of London, who is to ſummon il 
the Biſhops, &c. to appear at a certain Time and Place 
and to act as they receive Authority from the King. 
The not diſtinguiſhing theſe two Writs, hath cons 
muc 
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. 
nuch Confuſion in ſome Men's Minds, about the Rights 
of the Convocation : For they imagine that the Convoca- 
ion, as it treats of Fecleſiaſtical Matters, ſits by Virtue of 
e firſt Writ, which is in the Biſhops Summons to Parlia- 
nent; but that related to them, as one of the Three 
fates of the Realm, whoſe Conſent was then required to 
Meir own Subſidies, which were diſtinctly granted, but 
anfirmed by the other Eſtates. 
But the other Writ was directed to the Archbiſhop, by 
hich the Biſhops and Inferiour Clergy were ſtrictly re- 
Luired to appear, and then to underſtand the King's fur- 
ber Pleaſure, as appears by the moſt Ancient Writs for a 
Wonvocation. Which ſhews, that the Convocation, pro- 
operly ſo called, is an Occaſional Aſſembly for ſuch Pur- 
Wroſes, as the King ſhall direct them when they meet. 
i ſhews plainly, that there have been two ſorts of Con- 


med to meet at the Place and Time of Parliament, by parti. 
i Writs to the Biſhops, and in them ſpecial Clauſes of 
rzmunientes to the reſt of the Cog But theſe, Parlia- 
rentary Convocations have been long diſus d, the Prelates and 
berg) of all England have not for ſome ages together met at 
Neſtminſter, by Virtue of any ſuch Call to Parliament: Be- 
auſe the chief Deſign of them has been better anſwer'd by the 
fend ſort of Convocations, which are Eccleſiaſtical and Pro- 
incial Aſſemblies called in each Province by the Metropolitan 
it, in purſuance of a Royal Writ. Aud it is now of this 
tter fort of Convocations, that Biſhop Stillingfleet truly and 
uliciouſly expreſſes himſelf, The Convocation properly ſo cal 
ed, is an Occaſional Aſſembly for ſuch Purpoſes as the 
ing ſhall direct them when they meet. An Aſſembly of 
${rcbbiſbops,. Biſhops and Clergy, Occaſional as to the time, 
ich is generally with a Meeting of Parliament, tho' not with 
neceſſary Concurrence or Attendance required by Law: 
| Occa- 


vcations, one National and Parliamentary, conſiſting, of the rightly di- 
Wrcbbiſhops, Biſhops, and Clergy of the whole Kingdom, ſum. ſinguiſh- 
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Occaſional, as to the Buſineſs which" was generally that of 


4 } 

iving Money, till in 1664, the Clergy became taxed} | 

25 of — and ſometimes hat of making Articls n 4 

Canons by Royal Authority and Aſſent. So as upon ever * 
Meeting of a Convocation, the Archbiſhop did declare fl. but 

Cauſes or Occaſions of their Meeting, whether only to wr Wi 
S»bſidies for Aid of the Crown, which they had Power t 4 N - 

by Inherent Right, without ſpecial Commiſſion ; or likewil n = 

debate and agree upon Matters of Doctrine, Worſhip or Diſc, 4 

pline, which they could not do without a particular Lice 11 

from the King by the Act of Submiſſion, 25 H. VIII. cap, 19, ifo 

So that it is plain and evident, that this Occaſional Amd 

bly meets for ſuch Purpoſes, as the Sovereign Prince aii ale 

direct them when they meet. " 

88 And by this Principle the Convocations have govern d tu nor 
Such the ſelves ever ſince the Reformation: To inſtance only fron Hat 
Practice, Reſtoration of King Ch. II. the firſt Convocation called h iſ 1 
Mandate of Archbiſhop Juxon, in purſuance of the Royal Writ thing 

The Right fo nieet at St. Paul's, May 8th 1661. was directed 0 a U 
— ſwer both Purpoſes; that of giving Money; and that of ſettlin thou 
So in the Liturgy, and debating of other Ecclefiaſtical Matter (ler 
- Convoca- Aud when theſe Purpoſes were regularly anſwered, they vi 
don. ther did, nor attempted to do, any thing more. Only th the / 
Juffer'd a Diſuſe of one great Occaſion of Meeting, which an 

to give their Money: For during their Seſſion in 1664, Buf 

An Act {or granting a Royal Aid unto the King's Mag l 

It was provided, That all Spiritual Promotions, and 8p, 
Lands, Poſſeſſions, or Revenues annex'd thereto, fog” 

be charged and made contributary to the Payments re 

quired by the ſaid Act; Provided always that nothing herbei 

in contained, ſhall be drawn into Example, to the Prejudice ie. 

the Antient Rights belonging unto the Lords Spiritual u 
Temporal, or Clergy of the Realm, or unto either of the Un 44; 
verſities or unto any Colleges, Schools, Alms- Houſes, Hl i: 
ſpitals, or Cinque-Ports. . ae woy| 
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From which time, the Clergy have been taxed in common 
vith the Laity, and their Meetings in Convocation are no lou- 
ger for that purpoſe. Hence all the following Convocations in 
he Reigns of A. C. 2. and H. J. 2. met for no other purpoſe, 
but to aich the Royal Writ and the Archiepiſcopal Mandate, 
1d to put themſelves into a Form and Manner of Sitting, ſo to 
r ready upon any Occafion of Buſineſs that ſhould be recom. 
add to them. 


in 1689, had Buſineſs of great Moment committed to them by 
yal Licence, the Buſiueſs of making ſuch Improvements 
nd Alterations in our Liturgy,and Canons, and Eccleſiaſti- 
al Courts, as ſhall ſeem neceſſary or expedient, and for 
the Reconciling as much as is poſſible of all Differences a- 
nongſt our good Subjects, and to take away all occaſions 
of the like for the future: But thi good Deſign was oppoſed 
h the Majority of the Lower Houſe, who reſolved to do No- 
thing, 

55 this Spirit P Oppoſition, the King and his Miniſtry 
thought in more conducing to Peace and Charity, to excuſe the 
Clergy from any other Meetings in Convocation,for an expenſive 


tle ſame Clergy who before profeſs their Choice of doing No- 
thing, were now Solicitous and Importunate to meet and to do 
Bufineſs, To ſatisfy this Humour, the Convocations were duly 
aled with every Parliament, and opened in ſolemn Manner with 
Prayers, Sermons, and Choice of Prolocutor, and all due Pre- 
heration for the entring upon Buſineſs, as ſoon as any ſhould be 
dreled, But finding uo occaſion to give their own Money, as 
their Predecefſors had formerly done, and ſeeing no Ecclefi- 
ical Matters referr d to them by a Royal Licence, they could 
Jud no proper Occafion for Action, but in Agreeing upon Joint 
Addreſſes to the K ing, upon ſuch Subject Matter as was agree - 
| able to the Time and Functure of their Meeting. But this again 
would not ſatisfy a particalar ſort of Men, who, for want of find- 
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After the happy Revolution, the firſt Convocation that met Fomwoca- 


ud fruitleſs Attendance only. But then it ſo happened, that Since that 


62 
ing Buſineſs, would be making, of it; 7 ſetting up new Pres- 
fions of Rights and Privileges very dangerous to ay Epiſco. 

But only pal Church, and very injurious to the immemorial Right of 

' quarrel. the Archbiſhop, who, as well ſince as before the Reformatin 

hath been and muſt be the Preſident and Director of fl. 

whole Convocation of Prelates and Clergy of his owy Pr. 
vince. 

Theſe new Claims of the inferiour C lergy were made an 

managed mith ſo much Heat and Intemperance, that they tir. 


- 


hg are, tened the Peace of this Church and Nation; while the Arch. 1 

Biſhops biſhop and Biſhops kept themſelves only on the defenſve Pam Wl" 

on the and could not ſuffer their own Rights to be extorted from them, by 

detenive and while many Members of the Lower-Houſe did al ,, Wi 
long declare their Diſſent, and did ſometimes make ſolem * 
Proteſtations againſt thoſe irregular Proceedings of the“. Houſe 
There was indeed this Happineſs, that the Contention rexchy * 
no farther thay this one Province of Canterbury: The oth Vo 
Province of York which has equal Right to diſtin Convocy. 0 
tions, and to all the Form and Manner of holding them, hu 
been Peaceable and Silent, and Content with no Buſineſs, til 

This not Royal Wiſdom ſhall think fit; which Silence has left ſome pes 4 


the Hu- ple under a Miſtake, as thinking that the late Convocations 
mour of meeting at Weſtminſter, have been Engliſh Synods, and a: Wir 
tec the Voice of the Clergy of England; when in truth, they an 
land, but but an Aſſembly of our Part or Province, and their new Pri. 
one on. ciples and Proceedings have not been received or allowed, bu 


br. indeed been rejected and fairly condemned, by the Archbi AW" 
ſhop, Prelates and Clergy, a diſt infF Body of the other Provinc, 
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The Royal Writ to the Archbiſhop, for the 


Summoning the Preſent Convocation. 


NN 4 Dei gratia Anglie, Scotia, Francia & 
Hiberniæ Regina, Fidei Defenfor, &c. Re- 
ſerendiſſimo in Chriſto Patri & fideli Conſiliario noſtro 
Thome eadem Gratia Cantuarienſi Archi- epiſcapo, to- 
tus 4uglie Primati & Metropolitano, Salutem. Nui- 
luſdan arduis & urgentibus negotus, Nos, ſecurita- 
tm & defenſionem Eccleſiæ Anglicane, ac pacem & 
rayuillitatem, Bonum Publicum, & defenſionem Regni 
Wuſri & Subditorum noſtrorum ejuſdem concernen.. 
Jobis in fide & dilectione quibus Nobis tenemini, ro- 
gd mandamus, quatenus præmiſſis debito intuitu atten- 
ts & ponderatis, Univerſos & ſingulos Epiſcopos ve- 
re Provincie, ac Decanos Eccleſiarum Cathedralium, 
wenn Archidiaconos Capitula & Collegia, totumque Cle- 
un cujuſlibet Diæceſeos ejuſdem Provincie, ad compa- 
dum coram Vobis in Eccleſia Cathedrali Sancti Pauli 
ondon, decimo quarto die Junu prox futur, vel alibi 
nut melius expedire videritis, cum omni celeritate acc 
nds, modo debito convocari faciatis, ad tractand' con- 
tend & concludendum ſuper præmiſſis & aliis que ſibi 
larius exponentur tunc ibidem ex parte noſtra: & hoc 
cut Nos & Statum Regni noſtri, ac honorem & utili- 
em Eccleſiæ predifte diligitis, nullatenus omittatis. 
Leſte meipſa apud Weſtminſter ſecundo die Maii, Anno 
hep noſtri Quarto. B The 


[8 ] 
The Archbiſhop's Mandate to the Biſhop of Loydy 
(Dean of the Province) for ſummoning the pr, 
ſent Convocation. 


"HOMAS Providentia divina Cantuarienſis Archi 
- epiſcopus, totrus Angliæ Primas & Metropolitamy 
Venerabili Confratri noſtro Domino Henrico eadem proviy 
tia London Epiſcopo Salutem & fraternam in Domino Cha, 
tatem ; Breve Illuſtrifime in Chriſto Principis Doming, D. 
ming noſtre ANN A, Dei gratia Angliæ, Scotiæ, Frs 
ciæ & Hibernie Reging, Files Defenſoris, &c. Nobis i 
ſcriptum & direflum, nuper cum ea qua decuit Reverentia, (. 
bedientia & Snbjetione. humiliter recepimus in hc verla; 
[The Royal Writ recited, as before.] Quocirca fratervitat 
veſtræ committimus & mandamus, quatenus omnes & ſguu 
Co. epiſcopos Eccleſia noſtræ Chriſti Cantuar Suffraganey 
infra prefatam noſtram Provinciam Cantuarienſem cui 
tutos, peremptorie citetis, & per eos Decanos Eccleſunn 
Cathedralium & Collegiatarum, & ſingula Capitula a. 
rundem, Archi-diaconoſque & alios i Prælatos er. 
emptos & non exemptos, Clerumque cujuſlibet Digceſeos Pn. 
viuciæ noſtre Cantuarienſis antedictæ peremptorie citari (s 
præmoneri volumus quod Tidem Epiſcopi, Decani, Archidu. 
coni, & cæteri Eccleſiarum Cathedralium Prælati exenpi 
& non exempti perſonaliter, & quodlibet Capitulum Eccleju 
rum Cathedralium & Collegiatarum per unum, Cleruſque t 
juſlibet Digceſeos Provinci noſtræ antedictæ per duos ſuffi 
entes Procuratores compareant coram Nobis, aut noſtro in bu 
parte Locum- tenente ive Commiſſario ( fi Nos impediri cui 
erit) in Domo Capitulari Eceleſiæ Cathedralis Divi Tal 
r die Jovis decimo quarto die Menſis Junii prox ſutu 
poſt datam præſentium cum Continuatione & Prorogatione di 
rum ex tunc ſequentium & locorum (fi oporteat) fiendis. d 
trattand ſuper arduis & urgentibus Negotiis Statum & Uli 
litatem, Bonum Publicum, 8 Defenſionem Regni * ' 
| 19. 
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Subditorum ejuſdem concernen' ipfis tune & ibidem ſerioſius 
exponend" ſuaque ſana conſilia & Auxilia ſuper eiſdem impen- 
ſa ac 115 que ibidem ex deliberatione communi, ad Honorem 
bei, & Eccleſiæ Utilitatem ſalubriter ordinari & ſtatui con- 
tigerit conſenſur, Uiteriuſque factur & receptur quod juſtum 
jurrit, & bujuſmodi negotii natura & qualitas de ſe exigunt 
& requirunt, Vos autem Fenerabilis C onfrater noſter, di- 
Lum Mandatum quatenus Vos & Capitulum Eccleſiæ veſtræ 
Cuthedralis ac Civitatem & Diæceſin London concernit, exe. 
qui per omnia faciatis & eidem pareatis in omnibus cum effettu. 
præterea, tenore præſentium, Vos citamus quatenus eiſdem 
lie & loco coram Nobis aut noſtro in hac parte locum tenente 
ve Commiſſario uno vel pluribus, und cum alit venerabilibus 
Cmfratribus noſtris dictæ Provinciæ noſtre Cantuar Co. epi- 
copis, compareatis ſuper hujuſmodi negotiis ( ut premittitur) 
nactatur, necuon factur & receptur quod juſtum fuerit, & 
qud ad veſtram paternitatem attinet prout ſuperius continetur. 
Volumus inſuper & mandamus, quatenus intimetis & denun 
ietis, ſen intimari & denunciari faciatis dictæ Provinciæ 
mjtre Cant Co-epiſcopis, Decanis, Archidiaconis, & cateris 
Ecclefarum Prelatis ſupraſcripts, Quod Eos 4 perſonali 
imparitione in hujuſmodi Negotio Convocationis & Congrega- 
ions dictis die & loco (ut præmittitur) divina favente cle- 
mentia celebrand excuſatos non habere intendimus iſta vice, 
pſi ex cauſa neceſſaria tunc & ibidem alleganda & proponenda, 
per Nos approbanda, ſed contumacias eorum, qui abſentes 


ici. erint canonicè punire; & præterea Vobis, ut ſupra in- 
bac 8 gimus & mandamus, quod omnibus & fingulis Co- 


ppiſcops Suffraganeis Provincia noſtræ Cantuarienſis injun- 
pats & injungi faciatis, ut finguli eorum ſigillatim de facto 
% fuatenus pertinet ad eoſdem, Nos ſeu Locum-tenentem, 
ve Commiſſariumunum vel plures, dictis die & loco, per 
iteras eorum patentes, nomina & cognomina omnium & ſin- 
guldrum per eos reſpectiv? citatorum, continentes, diſtinct? 
Certificent & aperte, De die vero receptionis præſentium, 

2 WW 
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S& quid is premiſſs feceritis, Nos aut noſtrum in hac Pars 
te Locum- tenentem frve Commiſſarium hujuſmodi dictis dit d 
loco debite certificari curetis, per Literas harum ſeriem 
cum nominibus omnium & ſtngulorum Epiſcoporum Proving 
noſtre Cant, Decanorum, Archidiaconorum & c@terorum Pra. 
latorum veſtre Digceſeos in ſeparata ſchedula Litert certifis. 
toriis annectenda, complectentes. In cujus rei teſtimoninn 
Sigillum noſtrum Archiepoſcopale preſentibus apponi feciny, 
Dat” in Palatio noſtro de Lambeth, quinto die menſis Mai 
Anno Domini Milleſimo ſeptingenteſimo quinto , noſtraqu 
Tranſlationis Anno undecimo. 


_—Cl 


PROCEEDINGS 
Preſent Convocation, cc. 


Y Virtue of a Royal Writ directed to the Archbiſhop © 1. 
B of Canterbury, and his Grace's Mandate directed opening of 
to the Biſhop of London to be communicated to all “ core. 
the Suffragans of the Province, The Convocation met 
it S Pauls Church on the fame day with the Parliament, 
Thurſday October 25. 1705. with Prayers, and a Sermon 
preached by the Reverend Dr. George Stanhope Dean of 
Canterbury, on S. James 3. 17. which: was ſoon aſter pub- 
lhe in Latin and Engliſh. After this, the Archbiſhop, 
attended by the Biſhops and Clergy, retir d into the Chap- 
ter-houſe 3 and after reading the Writs and Proconizing 
the Biſhops, his Grace ordered the Clergy to withdraw 
and to chuſe a Prolocutor, and preſent him at the next 
Sfſion- The Perſons named for the Office of Prolucutor 
were the Preacher, D. Stanhope, and Dr. Binckes Dean of Choice of - 
Litchfeld; which latter had the Majority of Voices, and 8 
vas declared Elect by the Chairman Dr. TJounger Dean 
of Sarum and Reſidentiary of S. Pauls, (the Dean of 
Pauls, to whom it belongs of right when preſent, be- 


Claim ( which they had in late Convocations attempted ) 


af putting che Proloeutor in the Chair, in order (as it 
cem'd), 


ing then indiſpos'd. ) The Electors began then with a | 


y 
er 
Irren 1th 4 


vities. 


Die Leneris 
24. 


Nev. 


L 2 

ſeem d) to Preſide in the following Debates. This j, 
tempt was juſtly oppos d by the other Members as 2 Me. 
dern Defiga of Innovation, and a way of inveſting the 
Prolocutor in ſome part of his Office, before he is Cn. 
firmed by the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, After ſome Dl. 
courſe of this matter, they let it drop with a Salvo Jar, 

And then the Majority fell into another irregutar ſep 
which was to thank the Preacher for his Excellent $e. 
mon, tho' they had juſt before voted againſt him; an; 
being not a-Hauſe, could have no Fretence, as they bu 
no Preeedent, to do it. There is another Singularity 
to be obſerved in this firſt Days Meeting. Mr. Hu 
Deputy Regiſter of the Archbiſhop, came down as by hi 
Grace's Order to take the Minutes of the Election cf: 
Prolocutor, and in his Writing he uſed the accuſtony! 
and proper Phraſe of The Clergy now preſent; but Dr. Ade 
looking of him, prompred him to change the Phraſe int 
The Clergy of the Lower- Houſe, and would have it ſo rey 
over to the Company. Mr. Tillot reflecting on the In. 
propriety of mentioning a Lower- Houſe before the Clergy 
were yet qualified to act as a Houſe, when he came to 
turn the Minutes into an Act ſubſcribed by him as Publick 
Notary, he reſtored the Words to his own fence, and 
ſaid again, The Clergy now preſent. In a following Seſſn 
the Houſe called upon M. Tyllot for the Paper containing 
the Geſta of the firſt Seſſion, and upon reading of it, Vo- 
ted, that Alterations had been made in the Paper nov 
read, after its having been read after the Choice of tie 
Prolocutor, and no directions given by the Lower Cergy 
for ſuch Alterations, and particularly, that the Alteration 
of theſe words [ The Clergy of the Lower Boule] u 
theſe | The Clergy now pꝛeſent] is one of thoſe Alte 
rations, By which Vote they ſeem to leave a Publick No 
tary under the Charge of Falfification, when after his a. 


teſting the ſaid Act he had made no manner of Alten 
20 
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hat Dr. A. had ſoggeſted to him. 


which, he ſeem d willing to bring back the Houſe from 
Receipt of the Archbiſhop s Schedule, he did pronounce a 


e Houle : But this omiſſion giving an Offence to ſome 
f the Majority, they took care to have it enter d upon 
heir Journal, cum conſenſu Domus, contrary to expreſs 
14; of which ſtrange Liberty both in them and the Per- 
n afterwards aſſum d by them for Actuary, ſeveral Mem- 
rs complained, but without Redreſs. 


xrend Dr. Aldrich Dean of Chriſt Church in Oxford, for his 
delity and Conſtancy in executing the Office of Prolo. 
wor in the laſt Convocation. This ſounged as a new 
ling, and was thought to have an ill Meaning in it, 2. e. 
[hat the preſent Convocation ſhould eſpouſe the Prin- 
ples and Practices of the Majority in ſame later Convo- 
ations. But however, it appearing as a Complement to 


o egit would have been enter d with a Nemine cantradlicente, 
. has d without any No faid to it. But when upon read- 
„e tbe Entry at the next Meeting, it appear d to be ſet 
„. On with a. Nemine contradicente, whereas no other Act 


that days Seſſion was ſo enter'd, the Members on the 
other 


ind before ſuch Attefiation he had only corrected a miſtake 


n the next Seſſion the Prolocutor Elect was preſented J. 2. 
o the Archbiſhop and Biſhops in Hen VII's Chapel by 
pr. Aldrich, Dean of Chriſt- Church in Oxford, in a Speech 
All of angry Reflections, but however ſeeming to wiſh 
thut the Controvenſie might fleep, and they might fall 10 
aneſs. The Prolocutor himſelf made another Speech, 
ending to hope for Peace and Union; and was then re- 
gularly confirmed by the Archbiſhop and Biſhops. Upon 
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eir late Pretenſions of Adjourning themſelves, and upon 
rorogation, without any way of asking the Conſent of 


ln one of theſe firſt Seſſions, the Prolocutor was in- Tant: 7. 
ted to return the Thanks of the Houſe to the Re- 8 


ne Dean of Ghriſt Chureh then preſent, amd ao one think. 
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E 
other ſide, coneluding it to be done with deſign, mord 
to have the Nemine contradicente put out, ſaying, Thar 
tho' they had a very great eſteem for that worthy per 


| ſon, yet many things were * done in the laſt Convocg. 
| tion that they had judged to be Irregularities, and had 
| 


© often complain'd of them, vix. amongſt others, the 
intermediate Seſſions, and the not publiſhing his Grace; 
** Schedule of Prorogation, till the Conſent of the Houſ 
« s ask d, and doing in ſuch a manner, as ſeem dd t, 
* aſſert the Power of Adjourning themſelves, Oc. an; 
| therefore they thought it was very hard upon them tobe 
* ſuppoſed. by a Nemine contradicente to agree in giving 
| * Thanks for thoſe Things which they had all along col 
| | „ demned. Upon which, the Prolocutor ſaid, that the 
| Thanks given to his Predeceſſor in that general way, wel 
4 not ſuppos d to imply an approving of every particu 
1 Rep he had taken. And with this Explication, that mat 
| ter reſted. | 
At the beginning of another Seſſion, the Archbiſhop 
and Biſhops ſent down to the Lower-Houſe this Form ofaq 
Addreſs to Her Majeſty, of Thanks for Her Royal Car 
and ProteQion of the Church of England. 


D 
Wo 


To the Queens moſt Excellent Majeling” 

| . 

Form of be E Tour Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal Sulig. 
bro rr 8 the * Archbiſhop and Biſhops, with the reſt f. 
12 8 *.Clergy of the Province of Canterbury aſſembled in Corgi 1! 
tion, do, with Hearts full of Gratitude, return our 1 n 
humble Thanks to Tour Majeſty, for Tour Affectionate (u 

«* and Tender Concern for the Church of England as eſtalliſe Wl 

« by Law, from your firſ Acceſſion to the Throne to fl. di 

Hay. 4 1 
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| * 

« The Aſſurances hereof having been ſo amply confirm d by 
4 own extraordinary Zeal for the Service of the Church, 
« nd conſtant attendance upon it, by Tour unparallel'd Muni- 
u fcence to the poorer Clergy,and by Tour repeated Declarations 
« that the Church of England ſhall always be Tour chief Care; 
e are extremely grieud that any of Tour Subjetts 
« (bould be Jo ungrateful and ſo unworthy as once to ſuggeſt, 
That our Church can be in Danger for want of ſuch Sup- 
port and Encouragement in Tour Ma jeſties Reign, as may 
& mate it flouriſh in Tour own Times, and leave it 7-64 after 
Tow, And although it u no new thing for Deſigning Men, 
i zo proſtitute the Venerable Name of the Church to ſerve 
" their own private Ends; yet we think it very ſtrange, that 
4 Avy ſhould be found ſo extremely Weak and Undutiful, as 
ij be deluded by theſe groundleſs Clamours, when they have 
ben ſo often and ſo publickly confuted by Tour Royal Word 
Und Actions; and when the happy State of the Church of 
s England 7s ſo much obſerved and efteemed Abroad, that 
# (everal of the Foreign Churches are endeavouring to accem- 
* modate themſelves to our Liturgy and Conſtitution. | 

Jo infinuate,the Church is in Danger under theſe Circum- 
faces, and againſt all the Teſtimonies and Aſſurances of 
Jour Majeſties Royal Care and Protection, can proceed from 
nothing but Prejudice, Intereſt and Ambition. And we 
* humbly crave leave to expreſs our juſt Reſentments of the In- 
* dignity of all ſuch Suggeſtions, as falſe and groundleſs in 
* themſelves ; but chiefly as they are diſhonourable Reflections 
"upon Tour Royal Promiſe for the Support of the Church, and 
Tour Princely Wiſdom in chuſing the moſt proper and effetual 
* Meaſures for that End. | 

"We beg leave alſo, in a deep ſence of Tour Majeſties Good- 
"neſs, and an entire Dependance upon Tour Royal Word, to 
* profeſs our great Joy and Satisfation in the flouriſhing Con- 
dition of the Church under Tour moſt Aaſpicious Government. 


"We are ſure it will be always in Tour Will to Support and 
* Pro- 
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« Protect it; And that the Diſtractions which theſe gray gy, 
« Tealoufies are intended to raiſe may never put it out of Tour 
« Power, We promiſe to uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to diſcou. 
© renance them, and in our ſeveral Sations to Deſend and 
« Preſerve Inviolably, as far as in us lies, the Doctrine 
i Diſcipline and Worſhip of our Church as by Law Eftabliſsd 
&« and to promote Peace and Union among Tour Subjects: Pry, 
* ;ng earneſtly for Tour Majeſties Long, and Gloriow Reigy 
er us, as, under the Divine Providence, the greate 
* Bleſſing and Security We can Enjoy, 


When this Addreſs had been twice read in the Lower. 
Houſe, thoſe Members who were willing to join in it, 
did move, that the Houſe would readily agree to it ; Par. 
ricularly one of them ſaid to this purpoſe ** This Ad. 
« dreſs is fo juſt an Acknowledgment of Her Majeſties 
great and Aﬀectionate Care and Concern for the Church 
&* that 1 hope the Houſe will unanimouſly approve of it; 
% and return it immediately to His Grace and my Lords 
the Biſhops, with our humble Thanks for preparing 
* ſuch an excellent Addreſs. But the Majority inclin- 


ing to ſome other Opinion about theDanger of the Church, 


ſeem'd very unwilling to come into this Addreſs: 80 
they rejected another Motion for having it read over Px 
ragraph by Paragraph in order to have any ObjeQions 
and Amendments made to it, if any ſuch could be made, 
and agree'd to refer it to a Committee conſiſting of the 
Dean of Chriſt Church and others of the oppoſing ſide on. 
ly. This Committee reported their Opinion, that they 
could not Agree to their Lordſhips Addreſs, and found it 
not ſo proper or eaſy to make any Amendments to it, as to 
draw up a new Form, which they laid before the Houſe ; tho 
no Inſtruction had been given to this Committee for the 
framing any new Addrefs, and tho' this Irregularity of Re. 
porting a Matter which had not been committed to them, 

Was 


LL 
was objected by the other ſide; Yet the Addreſs was 
received and read as followeth - | 


« Canterbury, in Convocation aſſembled, cannot but ac- 


e have met together, freſh Occaſions have been given 
us of repeating our unfeigaed Thanks to your Majeſty, 
# for the continued Aſſurances of your Zeal tor the Church 
* of England as by Law Eſtabliſhed. 

« It is impoſſible to doubt of Your Majeſties moſt ten- 
ger Affection for that Church in which you were bap- 
" tizd, and have been Educated, whole Principles you 
W © have ſo throughly imbibed, ia whoſe Cauſe you have 
% run ſo great hazards, which is ſo eminently adorned 
" by Your Exemplary Virtues, fo ſeaſonably enriched 
" by Your unparallel'd Bounty, and on which You 
* are inceſſantly drawing down farther Bleſſings from 
" Almighty God by your ardent Devotion. 

e are entirely ſatisfied that Your Majeſty can never 
' be wanting to the Support of that Church at home, which 
* is powerfully protected by your Arms againſt a Foreign 
Enemy engaged to extirpateit ; which by your Majeſties 
' Royal Recommendation hath obtained an happy Settle- 
| i ment among your Neighbouring Allies, and which through 
| Your Majeſties Influence, may juſtly hope for an Eſta- 
T bliſhment in thoſe other Reformed Countries which have 

already declared their high eſteem of it. 

And that no Demonſtration of Your Majeſties hear- 
ty Concern for th laſting Proſperity of this Church 
might be wanting, you have engaged your Royal word 


10 
(« 
10 


+ . ein which we entirely conſide) not only for it's preſent 
ge. . Support but alſo for its future Security; you have ſrequent- 
em ly declared your Reſolutions of maintaining the Suc- 


C 2 « ceflion 


ec E Your Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal Sub- g. 
F jects the Clergy of the Province of rom 


* knowledge with the utmoſt Gratitude, that as often as Hane. 


LY 


in the Proteſtant Line, and on that Account have been 
_ © pleaſed Graciouſly to receive the univerſal Thanks of 
* the People. it being the peculiar Felicity of Your Ma. 
jeſties Reign, that we your Subjects to whom Nothing 
upon Earth is ſo valuable as it's long Continuance, are 
yer by Your Majeſties Example encouraged to look he. 
yond it, and to acknowledge Your Majeſties Goodneſ 
in providing for thoſe who ſhall come after us; an Hap. 
pineſs next to that which we our ſelves now enjoy. 
Alter ſuch undeniable Proofs of Your Majeſties pi 
ous Regard for the Safety and Honour of our Church, 
ſhould-we allow our ſelves to entertain the leaſt Doubt 
of Your Majeſty, we ſhould be the moſt unreaſonable 
and moſt ungratetul of Men; and whoever they may 
'© be,. that labour to diſtract Your Subjects with ſuchun- 
juſt and groundleſs Jealouſies, they are equal Enemies 
* to' Your Majeſty and to the Church, whoſe Intereſts can 
never be divided. 1 4 
lt has always been, and by the Grace of God ſhall 
8 ever be our carneſt Endeavour to inſtil into the Minds 
of your People thoſe true Principles of Religion and 
Loyalty which our Church has taught us, to render 
thoſe who are committed to our charge not only Obe. 
dient but Affectionate to Your Majeſties Government, 
and ſo to diſpoſe their Hearts towards all the Offices oſ 
* Univerſal Charity, that if Poſſible there may remain no 
other Conteſt, but who ſhall beſt approve their Duty 
towards God, and their Fidelity to Your Majelty. 
F.7. la the Concluſion of the Debate on this new Addrels 
Pebates on one of thoſe Members. who were for receiving the Form 
— Al. of the Upper-Houſe, ſpoke to this Eſſect, That tho 
[I the Lower-Houſe had rejected their Lordſhips Addrels 
« without any Reaſons given for ſo doing, tho often de- 
“ manded by ſeveral Members: Yet he was willing to 
deal more ingenuouſly with the other Addreſs, and ” 
reach 


[19 | | 
6 ready to offer his Exceptions ſreely to it, if the Com- 
« mittee would pleaſe to hear them.” And then, upon 
Leave given, lie preceeded to ſay , ; 

« |, [ muſt confefs I think there be very juſt and great 
« Exceptions to every Paragraph: For in the firſt Para- 
s oraph you ſay, That as often as We have met together, 
« freſh Occaſtons have been given of repeating our unfeigned 
s Thanks to her Majeſty for the continue Affuraniees of her 
« Zeal for the Church of England. Which I think not ſo 
proper, for this Reafon ; the freſh Occaſion that now oſ- 
 fers,is to take notice of the groundleſs Dangers of the 
4 Church, pretended and improved by ſome Deſigning, 
Men. And yet this freſheſt” Occaſion of Thanks, tho' ta- 
„gen from Her Majeſties Speech into the Addreſſes of 
Parliament, is omitted (and I doubt induſtriouſly ©. 

5 mitted) in this Addreſs of the Lower-Houſe. 

l.! In the Second Paragraph you Congratulate Her 
Majeſty for. having been Baptiz'd and Educated in our 
church, by which ſome People may ſuggeſt (though 
"without grounds) that we intend to diſtinguiſh Her Ma- 
*jelty by a Character which did not agree to Her Royal 
predeceſſor, and may pollibly not agree with the next 
"Proteſtant Succeſſor; 'tho" it did agree to an unhappy 
"Prince, who after ſuch Baptiſin and Education deſerted * 
"our Church and brought it into the extremeſt Danger. 

III. In your Third Paragraph, you obſerve that our 
", Church, by Fler Majeſties Recommendation, hath obtained an 
" happy Settlement among our Neibouring Allies. What is 
meant here by Settlement of our Church, I confeſs 1 do 
dot underſtand; For rho? our Church hath lately met 
with great Reſpect and Approbation Abroad, yet J 
do not conceive it has a Settlement any where but in our 
own Countrey, by our own Laws. 

V. *In your Fourth Paragraph, you take occaſion to 
. temember 3 That Her Majeſty hath frequently declared 
„% Her 
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Her Reſolutions of maintaining the Succeſſion in the pro. 
* teſtant Line, and on that Account hath been plea, 
* to receive the Univerſal Thanks of Her People ; without 
e adding our particular Thanks for the ſame Bleſſing 
* which may make ſome ill. affected Perſons to infer, that 
* when all People have expreſs d their Univerſal Thanks 
for the Security of the Proteſtant Succeſlion, the Cle 
_ * alone do not expreſs their ſufficient Gratitude for the 
* the Publick Mercy. 

V. © In your Fifth Paragraph you are pleaſed to lay 
© That as to the Safety and Honour of our Church, we ſhul 
not allow our ſelves to entertain the leaſt doult fi 
Her Majeſly. And there you ſtop, without mentioning 
« Her Majeſties Government, or the Wiſe and Good 44 
©* miniſtration of it: This now may give. advantage 9 
* the unhappy Diſtinction ( lately renewed by ſome ge. 
ditious People) betwixt Her Majeſties Perſon and Adu. 
< niſtration. Which ill Tim'd and ill Deſign d DiſtinRion, 
is indeed the main Subject of that Infamous Libel, call, 

<4 The Memorial of the Church of England, Cc. And cer. 
< tainly any Addreſs of the Clergy in Convocation to 
Her Majeſty, ought by no means to come under any 


i 4. ſuſpicion of falling in with the Thoughts or the Lal. 


4 guage of that Inſolent and Wicked Libel. 

© I-preſume the whole Addreſs does by no means come 
<up to the True Occaſion of it, which is the late In. 
ſinuating that the Church is in Danger under Her Ma. 
** jeſties preſent Adminiſtration : Of which Her Majeſy 
© was pleaſed to complain in Her late Speech to the 
« Two Houſes. — 7 cannot but with Grief obſerve, thit 
there are ſome amongſt us, who endeavour to foment Avims- 
* fities ; but I perſwade my ſelf they will be found to be ven 
© few, when you appear to aſſiſt Me in diſcountenancing an 
defeating ſuch Practices. 


4 


q 
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« 7 wention thu with a little more Warmth, Becauſe there 
gave not been wanting ſome ſo very malicious, as even in 
« Print to ſuggeſt the Church of England as by Law eftablifh'd 
4% be in Danger at thu time. 

an willing 10 hope, not one of my Subjects can reall 
" entertain 4 Doubt of my Affection to the Church, or h 
4 much as ſuſpect that it will not be my chief Care to ſup. 
« port it, and leave it ſecure after Me; and therefore we 
v may be certain, that they who go about to 1 things 
if this Nature, muſt be mine and the Kingdom's Enemies, 
* td can only mean to cover Deſigns which they dare not pub. 
liel own, by endeavouring to diſtract Us with unreaſona- 


" He and groundleſs Diſtruſts and Fealouſies. 
4 Nor does our Addreſs by any means come up to the 


( Sn of either of the two Houſes of Parliament, on this 


* occaſion : For the Lords, in their Addreſs, are pleas'd 
o expreſs their Judgment of the Dangers of the Church 


in theſe words : 


* We aſſure your Majeſty we will do all 1 to diſcoun- 


' texance and defeat the Defigns and PratFices of thoſe who 
fiment Animoſities amongſt your People, and will ever ſhew 
the utmoſÞ Deteſtation of thoſe ungrateful and wicked Men, 
who labour to diſhonour your Majeſties Reign, and diftrati 
' jur Subjects with unreaſonable and — s Jealoufies of 
Dangers to the Church of England. We ſhall be ready to 
concur in all meaſures requiſite to put a Stop to the Malice 
of theſe Incendiaries. In the mean time We bumbly ad. 
viſe and beſeech your Majeſty to require and command your 
Officers and Minifters to whom that Part belongs, that they 
proſecute and puniſh them with the utmoſt Rigour of Law, 
as the moſt ſpiteful and dangerous Enemies to the Church 
and State, 
* Tour Majeſties Example is the ſhining Ornament of our 
Church, which, under the Influence of your happy Govern» 


ment, increaſes in honour and Eſteem, not only at 7 6 
40 a 
* but 
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'* But Abroad.. Tour unexampled Bounty for the Relief 
* of the wanting Clergy (which bas been juſtly ag 
. univerſally actuon ledg d and celebrated) is an undenialj, 
Evidence of your Concern for the .Dignity and Honour of the 
'* Church. . And your Majeſties Care to lay hold of even (p. 
'* portunity of declaring, it from the Throne makes it impoſſblt 
*© for any of your Subjefs to entertain a. real Doubt of yy 
* Zeal for the Support of the Church as by Law eſtabliſhed 
And the Honourable Houſe of Commons have expreſg 
themſelves to the ſame effect: We cannot, without ly. 
% Aignation reflect, that there ſhould be any ſo Maliciou 40 
to inſiuuate that the Church of England as by Law eſt. 
* bliſÞ'd us or ever can be in danger for want of your Mije. 
* ties Care and Zeal to ſupport and maintain ii. Tour Ma. 
jeſties exemplary Piety, your ſteady Aahtrence to the Church 
England, leave no. room to doubt but that theſe Sugy, 
tions proceed from your Majeſties and the Kingdoms Em 
mies; who to cover, their own Diſſaffection to the pre(ntlf 
* Eftabliſhment and Adminiſtration, endeavour to diſtri 
your Subjects with unreaſonable and groundleſs Diſryt : 
* and Fealouſies Tour Commons will zealouſly concur fi on: 
* every thing that may tend to diſcourage and puniſh ſuch I 
< cendiaries. | 
All theſe ſeaſonable Declarations of Her Majeſty, ant 
of the Lords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled 
** (which we may call the Voice of the Nation) are hum 
* bly confirmed by the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, in the be 
Form of an Addreſs ſent. down to this Houſe ; which .! 
am afraid is for that reaſon rejected by us. However tc 
I cannot miſtake in ſay ing, that this ſpecial Form of i tia 
Lower Houſe Adireſs does not ſuit with the Occaiogh, 4d 
* of Addreſſing, and therefore if the manner of drawitj 
up this Addreſs had not been Irregular, by doing it 
© contempt of a much better Form communicated to! 
by their Lordſhips; yet I could not altogether aſſent t 


ce 


— 
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THI. © Whether it be the Senſe of this Committee, 
4 That the Houſe ſhould again offer to their Lordſhis 
that Addreſs prepared by. them, and declare to their | 
« Lordſhips their humble Opinion, That it is the un. 
e Joubted Right of this Houſe to have that Paper re. 
* ceived by their Lordſhips, and thould likewiſe ſignife 
6 their Hopes, that their Lordſhips upon the perutal gf 
« it will be ſatisfied that the Lower-Houſe hath an en- 
„tire Confidence in Her Majeſties Affection and Zeil 
© for the Church of England, and an hearty Deteſtation 
&« of all Perſons who ſhall endeavour to raiſe any Jealouſies 
« concerning it? Agreed. 

IV.“ Whether it is the Opinion of this Committee, 
* that at the ſame time the Houſe declines to give Exce 
tions to their Lordſhips Addreſs, the Houſe ſhould offer 
© to their Lordſhips, Reaſons for ſuch their declining to 
give them? Agreed.” a 

7 Whether it be the. Opinion of the Committee 
« that ſuch Reaſons ſhould be prepared by the Chair. Ma 

* and whom he ſhall call to his Aſſiſtance, to be laid be. 

i “fore this Committee at their next Meeting ? Agreed, 

VI. Whether it be the ſenſe of this Committee that 

« it is proper for their Houſe in their Anſwer to the Mel. 

* ſage received from the Upper-Houſe, to take ſuch No. 

© tice of the words, We cannot receive the Adareſs Iu 

* have offered to us, as may affirm and effeQually aſſen 

„their Right of having what they have offer d to the 

_ < Upper-Houſe, received by His Grace and their Lord. 

„ ſhips? Agreed. 

VII.“ Whether it be proper that the Houſe, as part 

of their Anſwer, ſhould ſay, that they conceive that 

| hs * Refuſal was an Infringement of that Right: 
' Agreed, < : 

VILL e Whether it be the ſenſe of this Committee 

that the Lower-Houſe is in neceſſary Duty bound to Re- 

, ** conſider 

| 
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« conſider, when their  Lordſhips ſhall require it, what 
« they have declared to their Lordſhips maturely weigh'd 
« and conſider' d, andcannot join in? Agreed, it i not a ne- 
6 ceſary Duty. ; | 

K. Whether it be the ſenſe of this Committee that 
« notwithſtanding their Lordſhip's Expectation expreſt in 
„their Meſſage, that the Lower-Houſe ſhould either A- 
« oree to their Lordſhips Addreſs or bring up their Ex- 
u ceptions againſt it; the Lower-Houſe is ſtill at Liberty 
« todiſagree without offering their Exceptions? Agreed. 

X. Reſolved it is the Opinion of this Committee, 
« that the Lower-Houſe ſhould Reconſider their Lord- 
i hips Addreſs. 

XI. © Reſolved it is the Opinion of this Committee, 
% that it is proper that the Houſe ſhould lay before their 
{ Lordſhips in writing the Subſtance of the previous Re- 
" ſolutions. 
- Thee Opinions and Reſolutions of the Committee were g/. 
ally admitted by the Majority of the Houſe ; but during oi 
the Debates upon them (in the Houſe and in the Commit. a An 
tee) the many Objections of the Majority were to this 
Efet anſwer d by the other Members. 

J. Obj. Why ſhould an Addreſs be ſent down from the 
Biſhips to us, rather than ſent up from us to their Lordſhips 2 

Anſw, Becauſe it is more decent for our Superiors to 
begin in an Application of this kind; and becauſe all for- 
ner Addreſſes propoſed in Convocation did always begin 
n the Upper-Houſe, and were thence tranſmitted to the 
Clergy for their Approbation or Diſſent -: This the con- 
inal Practice from the firſt Addreſs we find ever fram'd 
n Convocation, 2. e. in 1689. to this very day. 

Il. Obj. Why ſhould not an Addre;s be framed in a Com- 
" mittee of both Houſes, fince that bas been the uſual Practice 
. if doing Buſineſs, eſpecially in the Convocation of 1661. 


Dn Anſw. 
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i Anſw. No Addreſs was ever yet fram'd in any (ch 
Committee, nor is a Joint Committee ſo proper for the dray. 
ing up any Form whatever; nor is this Method taken 
by the two Houſes of Parliament for forming any Joint 
Addreſs to the Throne: Nor in the Convocation of 1661. 
was there any Committee of the two Houſes for any pur. 
poſe whatſoever, but by the Direction of che Archbiſhop 
without any fingle Inſtance of Claim or Choice of ſuch 
Method made or inſiſted on by the Lower-Houſe, +. 

III. Obj. Thi Addreſs we preſume has coſt very long Di. 
&« bates in the Upper- Flouſe, and therefore ought not to be 4. 
greed on in this Houſe without great Deliberation. 

Anſw, We have reaſon to think it met with no ſuch Op. 
poſition above, but that it paſs d readily and freely. 

IV. Obj. t i a Matter that nearly concerns Her Mz. 
jeſiy, aud tbereſore it is moſt reſpectſul to take time to confider of it 

% Anſw. The Reſpect to Her Majeſty, is rendring our 
Thanks for Her Royal Care and Zeal in Preſerving and 
ProteQing the Church ef England from Dangers ; and cer. 
tainly to delay the paying of this Tribute can never be. 
magin'd to be more Reſpectſul, than the Speedier Dif. 
charge of it. 

V. Obj.“ The Expreſſions of Duty to Her Majeſty ny 
be carried higher in ſome words of our om. 

* Anſw. Make any additional Claufe that ſhall cam 
the Expreſſions of Duty to Her Majeſty higher or fuller, 
and (ec if their Lordſhips will not readily agree to any 
ſuch Amendment. 

VI. Obj. We have a power of Diſſenting finally from 
* their Lordſhips without giving any Reaſons : This Power 
* aſſerted by the Author of Synodus Anglicana p. i 7 5.Thele 
* Inſtances are not intended either to weaken the Clergy's 
* Right of a Negative, or to Suggeſt in particular that 
* they who were immediately concerned in thoſe Caſes 
had not a legal Power of Diſſenting without either Res- 
* ſons or Excuſes. . Aula 
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Auſv, This is ſpoken ofa final Difſent from the De- 
mands of giving Money; but it may be true in all ulti- 
nate and conclufwe Acts of the Synod, in all which 
the Clergy have à full and proper Negative, and may 
give it in their own way. But this does not hold in 
he preparatory Methods of doing Buſineſs, which have 
been all al directed and — be appointed by the 
Preſident. Nay after a final Diſſent expreſly given, the 
Clergy have re-conſfidered the ſame Matter of Diſſent, 
1nd have ſometimes. receded from their own Concluſion. 
4nd ſo the ſame Author in the ſame Place does well 
obſerve ; Upon their Refuſals in this dutiful manner, they 


pere ſometimes movi d to conſider of a more favourable Anſwer. 


au however ſtedfaſt the Reſolutions were not to comply, 
wt they, did not refuſe further Deliberation, which ( when 
% d by their Metropolitan and Biſhops ) they knew to be 
4 part of their Canonical Obedience. . 
VII. Obj. We are a ſeparate Houſe and may make a 
v rarate Addreſs, as the Practice is common in other Aſſem- 


lies conſiſting of Two Houſes, 1 

Arſw. This in Fact was never yet done; there have 
been formerly ſome Offers at it, but the attempt was 
ever put in Practice, For indeed it would break the 
tity of the Sy nod to aſſect any ſuch ways of Separation. 
Itis very wrong to argue from the Conſtitution of Parlia- 
nent, For we are not upon that Foot, We are not two 
ordinate Houſes, we cannot hold our ſeparate Seſſions ; 
ty the Lords the Biſhops are no Houſe without- the 
cibiſhop or his Commiſſary preſiding among them: 
de are but one Aſſembly under one common Preſident. 
VIII, Obj.“ The Archbiſhop and Biſhops muſt not think 
to obtrude any Form upon us ; if they de, we ought for that 
Reaſon to reject it. . 

4xſw. His Grace and their Lordſhips do not obrrude, 


nt recommend a Form to us; nor. do they inſiſt upon 
our 


N 


our aſſenting to their Expreſs Form, but leave ug n 
berty to except againſt any Words or Matter in it: 2nd 
xe refuſe to aſſert our own Liberty, if we make no Excep. 
tions. Eſpecially when upon our general Diſſent, hol 
Exceptions are call'd for by the Archbiſhop and Biſhoy 
as the only Method to accommodate. the Sence- of both 
Houſes : We are obliged to retract our Diſſent, or to of 
ter the Reaſons of it; Eſpecially - when chere is a cy 
- Precedent in this firſt Inſtance of Adareſing in 168g, 


When the Biſhop - of London; as Preſident, with Conſe . 


of the Biſhops, in the Sixth Seſſion ſent down to the 
Lower-Houſe the Form of an . Addreſs to his Majech, 
rendring Thanks for his Royal Protection and ſpeci 
Favour et them. The Maority of the Lower-Houſe wer 
then out of humor and therefore preſumed to ſay, J 
they would Thank his Majeſty in an Addreſs of their n 
« Houſe. But the Preſident and Biſhops would not ſuffer thi 
e irregular-Proceeding, but enjoiu d them to Anſwer, Wil 

<« ther they will agree or "diſagree to the Addreſs ſent dn 
te them, or will offer an Amendments to it e The Lope. 
<« Houſe being in ſome Ferment made this diſreſpectful An 
© ſwer, That they could not conſent to their Lordſhips Fm 
gut did intend to preſent bis Majefly with a ſeparate A. 
* efreſs of their own. Upon this, the Preſident ſent for th 
Prolocutor and Clergy and ſpoke thus; 7 and the 1 
« of my Brethren the Biſhops can by no means agree tou 
e making and preſenting a ſeparate Addreſs, but if you in 
gend to make any Amendments to the Addreſs we ſent ti ju 
ee will hold a Conference with you for that purpoſe. | 
ſuch a Conference the Lower-Houſe produc d their out 
Addreſs, and inſiſted on it. But in the next Seſſion tie 
| Preſident and Biſhops ordered the Clergy to make Ament- 
ments if they pleas d to the firſt Addreſs. ſent to then 
from the Upper-Houſe. And accordingly in this Nioti 
Seſſion, the Clergy did bring up a Paper a war 
| men: 


L 


inendments or Alterations made to their Lordſhips Ad- 
dess, with the Cauſes or Reaſons of them. The Preſident 
ind Biſhops did not Agree to the chief Amendment but 
thought fit to adhere to their own Phraſe of the Proteſtant 
Religion in general, rather than to admit the Clergy's A- 
nendment into (Proteſtant Churches: But did agree to the 
Jeing ont a Clauſe which the Clergy had deſired to be 

let out. And thus at laſt the Addreſs of the Biſhops was 
onſented to by the Lower. Houſe, and was preſented to the 
eg in the Name of the Archbiſhop, Prelates and Clergy 
the Province of Canterbury. This is a plain Caſe upon 
or Books and within our Memory, that ſhews a like At- 

zmpt of ſuch irregular Proceedings, ſtopt and corrected 
y the Authority and Wiſdom of the Preſident and Biſhops 
that time. 
And ever ſince that time, the Forms of Addreſſing in 
onvocation have been accordingly framed in the Upper- 
Jouſe, and ſent down to the Lower-Clergy, for their A(- 
nt or Amendments. cin 1 34 
n ſhort, many other Objections of the Majority againſt 

e preſent Addreſs and Meſſage of the Archbiſhop and Bi- 
ops were plainly and fully anſwered by the Members on 
e other ſide; who likwiſe argued at large ſor reconſide- 
gtheir Lordſhips Addreſs, and reading it again Para- 
ph by Paragraph, in order to come up to their Lord? 
is reaſonable ExpeQations of our agreeing to it, or car- 
ing up Exceptions againſt it, and 40 at the ſame time 
Ideavour to. ſnhe the unreaſonableneſs of our expecting, 
lat their Lordſhips ſhould receive our Form, when their 
vn had been ſo indecently laid aſide. | 
On Friday Nov. 23. the major part of the Houſe were 8. 
Fepared to agree to the Reſolutions of the Committee, 412»ing #- 
lo when they had been read over, a Member on the o- dhe 8 
* ſide ſpoke to this EfleR. 0 9282 nt op ceedings, 
. Mr, Prolocuter, As the drawing up a new Addreſs. 
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in this Houſe was but a way (not to ſay an Art) vt, Wil © n 


++ addreſſing at all; ſo the Anſwer to their Lordſhip tu © » 
<« js to be tramed upon theſe Reſolutions, muſt nee, b 


@ o 

an artful way of giving no Anſwer at all, as will ap 5 
« now by my reading over the Meſſage (and when 8 © 9 
had read it over he proceeded thus) No One part ol © 1: 
* this thort Meſſage has any direct Anſwer given to E 
„ [We cannot receive the Addreſs you have offered to us, has " 01 
-« Remonſtrance made to it of our Right to have ,MM* 1 
thing Received, which will ſubject their Lordlhips to 1 
Neceſſity of receiving all manner of Papers, even HM 
they were Libellous and Seditious, and known 50 
« be ſuch: And there is no occafion for any ſuch M o. 
4 monſtrance in the preſent Caſe. For after all, our cM" 
paper reporting the Senſe of this Houſe for not eon c: 
ring with their Lordſhips Addreſs was actually Nu II 


ved; and the new Addreſs of our own was but an 4; 
junct or Appendent Paper, which could not be decent 
<&< received by their Lordſhips, becauſe it was ſubſtitured i 
* contempt of their Lordſhips prior Form. I 


next part of the Meſſage. We do require you ts ” la 
* back to your own Houſe and confider tbe Addreſs we (o pr 
«<0 down to you, has another Remonſtrance made to i < 
c as if his Grace and their Lordſhips could not equi 
© any ſuch thing: Whereas the Archbiſhop, as Preſiden 
k with conſent of his Suffragans, has a juſt Authority i 


direct and require us to proceed in the Means, tho 
not to agree in the End or final Concluſions, Our 4488” - 
and Regiſters are full of Reverendiſfmus voluit, juſt 
% mandavit, &c. It has been the continual Practice { 
the Archbiſhop to require the Prolocutor to come , 
to withdraw, to return, to prepare, to bring A1- 
„ ſwers, Cc. Whereas now, enn at the word l. 
* quire, we have learn'd to refuſe the thing required of u 


« which is to conſſder the Addreſs ; for I am ſure we hin 
* 08 
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6 not yet confidered it. And Ican hardly apprehend how 
e can properly conſider it, without reading ãt Para- 
« oraph by Paragraph, and fo reſolving the whole into 
« parts, and debating upon each Particular where to a- 
6 oree, and where to diſagree. By neglecting of this 
# regular way, we anſwer no part of their Lordſhips juſt 
« ExpeRation, which is either to agree to their Addreſs, 
a or to/carry up our” Exceptions againſt it in writing, tho 
n very reaſonable and eaſie Disjunctive. Nay, and 
ally, we have fail d in the time, as well as in all other 
* points. For whereas our Anſwer ſhould be given the 
© next Seſſion, which is this day, we have already run 
gut the time, till the” Upper-Houſe is riſen, and the 
% whole Convocation by Schedule prorogued, and we 
# can do nothing till another Synodical Day, 


they induſtriouſly declined to give or ſo much as to men- ,; 


for the Decency and Duty of giving Reaſons, was diſpoſed 
10 lay, I never heard of any one Aſſembly of Men who 
* proſeſtly retuſed to give or take Reaſons, excepting a 
certzin High Court of Juſtice for the Tryal of King 


lat be might give in his Reaſons ; the Court denyed him; 
aud the King inſiſted on this Right, and complaining they 
Wd never heard his Reaſons yet; Bradſhaw replied, Sir, 
jour Reaſons are not lo be heard againſt the higheſt Furiſd:- 
lim, King. Shew me that Jurisdiction, where Reaſon is 
vt to be heard, Bradſhaw. Sir, we ſhew it you here 
Upon which his Majeſty not being ſuſſet d to deliver his 
Reaſons by word of Mouth, thought fit to leave them in 
writing, with this Concluſion, This I intended to ſpeak, 

ut againſt Reaſon'was hindred to ſhew my Reaſons. 
And therefore after much Importunity and after the 
E Houſe 


In the Debates upon their Lordſhips Addreſs, the Ma- F 9. 
rity were preſt to give their Reaſons for rejecting it, but Debate an 


tion any Reaſons ; till one of thoſe Members who argued church. 


charles 1ſt, and there indeed when the King required Nalſon's 


[32 ) 
Houſe had reſoly'd to adhere to their own Addreſs, by, g 
declared that he was ready to give his Reaſons why he cou; 


not agree to their Lordſhips Addreſs, and did give them 
to this effect. He would repeat only this Clauſe in it; 


| 
| 
| 
« To infinuate the Church is in danger under theſe Circumſtq 
ces and againft all the Teſtimonies and Aſſurances of yy | 
Majeſties Royal Care and Protection can proceed from w. 
thing but Prejudice, Intereſt and Ambition. Now thee 
are atleaſt two Propoſitions contained in this Clank | 
1. That the Church is not in Danger. 2. That thok | 
who ſay it is in Danger, do it out of Prejudice, [nteret WW 7 
and Ambition. As to the firſt of theſe Propoſitions i im 
tho' he would not ſay the Church was in Danger, e /"" 
he could by no means declare the Church was not ini cee. 
„ Danger; and he doubted there would be no time e 
« when it might be ſaid to be out of a Danger: hoy Maj 
« could we ſay ſo, when in a Form of Publick Prayer, ye 
* had been lately praying God to deliver us from the 
«* imminent Dangers wherewith we were encompaſſed MW" 
And when there had been a Pamphlet publiſht, entitle) ng 
* the New Dangers of Preſlytery, Sc. Then as to the &. 
* cond Propoſition, he could by no means agree, that al The 
* who inſinuate the Church is in Danger, do it out ol iv 
“ Prejudice, Intereſt and Ambition; if it be for any of 
. * thoſe Cauſes, it can hardly be for every one of em, &. poſl 
To which it was anſwer'd, * It is well known that this" 
** Expreſſion of the Biſhops (about inſinuating the Church 
to be in Danger) is to be underſtood (as appears irgm amt 
* what goes before it) with reſpect only to the late Ou. 
« cries of the Church's Danger, as if by ſome Remiſaeß this 
in the Government both in Church and State, and ſome . 
Encouragement given to thoſe who were not Members . © 
of it, the Church was preſently to be undermined. and 


* blown up : Whereas, it we conſider the great py ' a 
: the 
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the Church now enjoys from her Majeſties Affection to 
* it, and her repeated Promiſes, and from the eſtabliſht 
Laus; from the known Zeal of his Grace and its other 
© Spiritual Govenours, it may be ſaid to be in »o Danger, 
e. in no particular and extraordinary Danger now, more 
than at other times, and therefore thoſe late Clamours 
about the Church's Danger being groundleſs and rais'd 
# 45a Blind and an Artifice to carry on ſome hidden De- 
gn, might truly and properly be ſaid to proceed from 
ſome ill Principles either of Prejudice, Intereſt or Ambi- 
% tjon, or even all of them. Another Member on the 
ame ſide did obſerve, that the Prayer of being delivered 
from Dangers , was certainly meant of the Dangers Pro- 
ceeding from our Foreign Enemies and from our own Di- 
vidons ; not any new Dangers of the Church under Her 
Majeſties Supremacy in it. That the Book entitled the 
wp Dangers of Preſbytery was written expreſly to ſhew, 
that the new Pretenſions of the Lower-Clergy in Convoca- 
tion were founded on the Principles of Presbytery, and 
night therefore threaten Danger to our Epiſcopal Church; 
but this Danger it was in our own Power to remove. 
Then as to the Objecton, That to inſinuate the Church 
as in Danger, could not proceed from all theſe united 
* Cauſes of Prejudice, Intereſt and Ambition. It was very 
poſſible that thoſe evil Cauſes might all concur. However it 
might be put into a Disjuactive, if they pleas'd, by a very 
aly Amendment of or inſtead of and, Prejudice, Intereſt or 
Ambition. 

Another Member on the ſide of Dangers Mr. N. ſpoke to 
this Eflect, That he had the Honour to repreſent the 


ne Clergy of a Dioceſe who were far from thinking the 
e Church to be out of Danger. He was ſure in thoſe 
m farts there were ſome Dangers; and he mentioned three 
ity Particulars, 1, The Inſolence of the Quakers in his own 


- Pariſh, 240, The Neglect of pertorming Divine Service 
E 2 * nl 
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© in a Neighbouring Church or Chapel. And zh, 4 
<«< Popiſh School within their Dioceſe;and then added tha 
© he was in hopes, of being himſelf a means, by the ag. 
*« ance of his Superiours, to find ſome Remedy for them,&e 
To which an Anſwer was made to this purpoſe, Firſt, a; 
„to the Quakers, if they enjoy Liberty granted them by 
« Toleration, We are not to complain of it: If they ex. 
« ceed that legal Liberty, they may be legally reſtrain'4 
« and Puniſh'd. Secondly, As to the Negligence in ſupply. 
& ing any Cure, it is a Fault of Omiſſion that may and 
« ought to be cenſur d or reformed by Biſhop or other 
« Ordinary. And Third, As to the Popiſh School, he 
« could not bur admire there ſhould be a Connivance x 
« it, when Popiſh Schools and Seminaries for Engl 
« Youth are by our own Statutes condemn'd even in 
“ Foreign Countries, and therefore cannot be imagind 
« to have any Toleration here at home. However he 
e thank'd that Reverend Member for ſpeaking of the Dun. 
* gers of Popery, which we ought all to apprehend, aud 
« as much as lieth in us to avoid. And had we applied 
* our ſelves to our proper Governours about this Danger, 
no doubt they would Aſſiſt us in finding out ſome Re 
* dreſs. He was the more glad to hear a Confeſſion 
*© of this Danger, becauſe a worthy Perſon in that Houſe 
had been charg'd with inſinuating in a Publick Sermon, 
that our Church was in no Danger of Popery. To 
which the Prolocutor himſelf replied, © That he was the 
* Perſon meant in that Reflection, and he mult therelor: 
* vindicate himſelf by ſaying, that there was indeed! 
Pamphlet Publiſht againſt him [with this Title, Exp» 
* ſtulatory Letters. Letter. 1. to Dr. Binckes Dean of Litct- 
* field, upon Occaſion of Preaching againſt the Fears of Pope 
* on the 5th Nov. laſt, London 4to. 1704.] which indeed 
began with ſome Expoſtulation, [For wbat good End, u 


£% 


* what honeſt Deſign could you in a Sermon, on the 5, m_ 
| | * bet 
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er, aſſure your honourable Audience then and the whole Na- 
i ton fince, that the Fears of Popery at this time are Ima- 
* cinary aud Groundleſs.) But that the Writer of that Letter 
did miſtake him, he did not mean that the Papiſts were 
got our Enemies, but their being out of hopes of a 
„ Popiſh Succeſſor, might make us leſs and leſs a- 
« {raid of them. 

After this another Member made a furt her Anſwer to 
the Speech of Mr. N. to this Effect, He was. lorry to 
hear that the Affairs of the Church were in and about 
& thoſe Parts in ſo bad a Condition; but he dar d to aſ- 
ſure them, that if this Lower. Houſe would yield that 
geſpect and Obedience that was due from Presbyters 
* to their Biſhops, they would have all the Aſſiſtance 
* that could be poſſibly given by his Grace and their 
* Lordſhips ; who had, when the Church was i»deed in 
great Danger, a mighty Zeal and Concern for its Pre- 
% {ervation,— He had been in ſome hopes from thoſe 
® Speeches that were made in the beginning of the Con- 
* vocation, that there were ſome Inclinations in the 
lower Houſe to thoſe peaceable and uniting Compli- 
* ancies: But alas, their continuing ſtill to difown his 
* Grace's Authority, and to ſet up a Power of their own, 
in Oppoſition to him, as Prefident of the whole Body, 
" obſtruted all good Effects of a Convocation: And 
" that they muſt never expect that his Grace and my 
Lords the Biſhops would or could joyn with them in 
any Buſineſs; whilſt they, contrary to the known 
" Cuſtoms and Uſages of former Convocations, and to 
the very Nature and Conſtitution of an Epiſcopal 
Church, ſhould claim and exerciſe an Independant afid 
* Co-ordinate Power. 

In the next Seſſion, Decemb. 1. Immediately after J 19. 
Prayers, the Prolocutor (attended by the Majority of 749" 
| the Houſe ) carried up the ſaid Paper, and read it to his Hoſe. 
| Grace and their Lordſhips,in the following Form. May 
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May it pleaſe your Grace and your Lordſþips. 


In your Meſſage of Nov. 19th. Your Lordſhip |, 
quired us to conſider the Addreſs you had ſent down 
to us. And altho' the Lower-Houſe conceive them. 
ſelves under no neceſſary Obligation of conſidering 
again what they had declared to your Lordſhips, thy 
they had maturely weigh'd and conſider d. and could 
not join in, yet in Deference to your Lordſhips, they 
have once more conſider d your Addreſs, and after the 
the moſt ſerious Deliberation, find no reaſon to depart 
from their former Reſolution of not concurring yith 
your Lordſhips in that Addreſs. | 

* Your Lordſhips were further pleaſed to expect that 
if we did not agree to it, we ſhould bring up our Fx. 
ceptions againſt it. We humbly ask your Lordfhipsi 
excuſe if we do not anſwer your Expectations in this 
particular, and hope to obtain it tor theſe Reaſons. 

* Firſt, Becauſe the Lower-Houſe apprehend them. 
ſelves to be inveſted, by the Fundamental Conſtitution 
of an Engliſh Synod, with an unqueſtionable Right of 
diſſenting finally from any thing, propos'd to them 
by your Lordſhips for their Concurrence, without ſpe. 
cifying the Reaſons of ſuch Diſſent, and they ſhould, 
in their humble Opinion, contribute to the weakning 
of this Right, if, after having in general declar'd that 


they could not concur with your Lordſhips in your 


Addreſs, they ſhould nevertheleſs yield to your Lord- 
ſhips demand in bringing up ſpecial Exceptions againſt i. 
* Secondly, Becauſe your Lordſhips Demand of ſuch 


© «ſpecial Exceptions, after we had declar'd ſuch a general 


cc 
cc 
cc 
CC 


Diſſent is contrary to the known Methods of proceeding 
in Aſſemblies, which conſiſt of Two Houſes, and not 
warranted, as we-verily believe, by ſo much as one Fre 
cedent in all the Records of Convocation. a 
ut 
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« Byt were it poſſible for us to comply with this De- 
mand of your, Lordſhips without prejudicing our Rights, 
4 yet we are the leſs encouraged in this Inſtance to wave 
« chem, becauſe of your Refuſal even to receive the Form 


- CY 


# Eſſential Right of the Lower Clergy, and one of the 
means abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve a Communica- 
tion between the Two Houſes, that whatever Propo- 
il can by us be lawfully made, ſhould when made, be 
& received by your Lordſhips. Nor can your Lordſhips, 
in this Caſe, ground your Refuſal upon the pretence 
& of any previous Irregularity in our Proceedings, fince 
your Lordſhips declar'd, that you could not receive 
« cur Form of an Addreſs when you had not as yet re- 
# quired the Reaſons of our Diſſent to yours: And how- 
erer your Lordſhips may think us blameable, for not 
bringing up Exceptions when demanded, yet we hope 
that in your Lordſhips Judgment we ſhall be acquit- 
# ted of all blame, if we did not offer our Reaſons before 
they were demanded. | 
© We do therefore, with all Humility and Earneſtneſs, 
' beſeech your Lordſhips to take theſe matters into your 
Grave and Wiſe Conſideration, and to receive that 
form of an Addreſs, which with all ſubmiſſion we now 
' pain tender to your Lordſhips, hoping that your 
' Lordſhips upon the peruſal of it will be ſatisfied, -that 
the Lower Houſe did not decline concurring, in the Form 
' ſent down by your Lordſhips, for want either of an 
entire Confidence in Her Majeſties affectionate Care 
' of the Church of England, as by Law eſtabliſhed, or a 
ut Reſentment of the wicked Practice of ſuch Perſons 
as endeavour to raiſe any Jealouſies concerning it. 
Aiter reading this Paper, the Prolocutor had leave to 
it on the Table, and he then offer'd the Addreſs of 
be Lower-Houſe, upon which his Grace ſpoke n = 
ect. 


. ' om. EE, £4 . 


« of an Addreſs offer d by us. For we conceive it to be an 
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Effect, We have before told you we cannot receive that 40 
dreſs. His Grace and the Biſhops did afterwards conſider 
of the faid Paper left with them, and made theſe Obſer. 
vations on it, which they ordered to be entred in their 
Journal on Dec. 15. | 


Obſervations made by the Preſident and his Suffraga 


Biſhops upon a Paper preſented to them by the Py. 
locutor of the Lower-Houſe, Dec. 1. 1 705, 


The Biſhops ec þ he Paper gives us no Satisſaction, and we re 

* willing that it ſhould appear upon our Books 
«© why it does not. | | 

We find ourſelves juſtified, by the Practice of our pre. 

4 deceſſors, in requiring or enjoy ning the Lower-Clergy 

* to reconſider what we had propos d; There is a Prec. . ; 

Conve. © dent full in the Caſe, to which, as being the firſt reh ;1 

55. f Lon.“ ting to Addreſſes of this Nature, we have had a H 


Bp. of Lone « ! 
don being © regard upon this Occaſion ; and we hoped it v. 


Preſident. a have had the the ſame Influence upon them now which þ 
& it had upon their Predeceſſors. f 
And as we ſhall claim no Power for our ſelves, vici. 


* the Biſhops in former Ages were not poſſeſſed of, ſo ut 
* think our ſelves bound in Conſcience not to ſuffer ar 
*© Encroachments to be made upon our juſt Rights, and 
that the directing of a Reconſideration is one branch 
them appears fully from our Books. 
Cenv. An» © Wecan by no means be ſatisfied with their telling us 
1309 e they have conſidered, when they give us no proots0 
An. 1373. it. | 
Of © Had their Exceptions been produced, we migi 
1379. lie have ſhewn them, they were ill grounded, or ths 


Li poſt < might have had ſo much weight as to bring us _ 
. tell 
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their Opinion, but to diſſent finally in the firſt Inſtance 
« without Aſſigning any Cauſe, is an unuſual and unac- 
s countable Practice in any Aſſembly that would be 
thought to act fairly and reaſonably. And we are con- 
ident it was never ſaid before, in any Chriſtian Synod, 
« by Presbyters to their Biſhops, we reject what you offer, 
« becauſe we will reject it, which is in effect their An- 
4 ſwer. 

gut for this ſort of of Proceeding they have given us 
& Reaſons, and we are willing to give them a good Exam- 
* ple by letting them ſee we have conſider d them. 
- « Their firſt Reaſon is, becauſe they apprehend them- 


* of an Engliſh Synod, with an unqueſtionable Right of 
diſſenting finally. 

Fundamental Conſtitutions are Sacred things, and there 
iz nothing to be ſaid againſt Unqueſtionable Rights; but 
their calling things by thoſe Names does not make 
them ſuch, and till they can produce ſomething more 
than a bare and peremptory Aſſertion againſt this our 
* Claim of Obliging them to Reconſider (which is the 
point before us) we ſhall continue to tread in the ſteps 
* of our Predeceſſors, and ſhall think our own and their 
Rights ſafer under their Guidance, than if we were led 
" aide by imaginary Schemes and Arguments drawn 
from the Practice of Lay Aſſemblies, which ought to be 
ngo Rule to ours. 

* Their other Reaſon is, Becauſe our Demand of ſpeci- 
il Exceptions, after they had declared a general Diſſent, 
is contrary to the known Methods of proceeding in Al. 
* ſemblies which conſiſt of two Houſes. 

* We wiſh, that inſtead of looking upon Aſſemblies 
" Co-ordinate and Independent on each other, they would 
* conſider the Nature and Conſtitution of that Aſſembly 


© Whereof themſelves are a part, we mean that of a Chri- 
ſtian 


# ſelves to be inveſted, by the Fundamental Conſtitution of 
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* ſlian Synod : They would then certainly reflect that jn 
all Provincial Synods ſince the firſt holding of them the 
* .Presbyters have been reputed the Council of the Biſhop 
© and in virtue of that Relation they are obliged to gie 

their Advice and Opinions when demanded. And why. 

ever Thoughts they may have of an Engliſh Synod Y 
the Rights and Priviledges the Engliſh Presbyters have 
obtained in it, the Enjoyments of which we ſhall h 
no means interrupt; yet we cannot think they won 
have them extend to exempt them from that Aſliftance 
they may afford, and that Duty they owe to their 
« Biſhops; and which in other Parts of the Chriſtian 
World is paid by Presbyters to their Biſhops in ſuch 
«. Aſſemblies. | 

* But the Presbyters at this time object, that the Biſhops 

* would not receive their Addreſs, and therefore they M 

will give no Reaſon why they rejected Theirs. 
„ Indiflerent Perſons will ſurely. think, that before the 
* Form of an Addreſs drawn up by the Presbyters could 
come to be conſider d by the Biſhops, that which the 
* Biſhops themſelves had made and ſent them, ſhould be 
* Regularly laid afide ; and yet they would not offer {0 
„much as one Reaſon to that purpoſe, but expect tie 
* Biſhops ſhould depart from it as they had rejected it 
without an Exception. 
* As to their Eſſential Right to have any Propoſal Re. 
ceived by the Biſhops that they can Lawfuly make to 
them; that word Lawfu//y, muſt be better explained 
before we can admit of it; for they will perſwade us tht 
they have an Eſſential Right to put any Indignity upon 
us, or that we are tamely to acquieſce when they pol. 
pone our Judgment to their own without any apparent 
ground or Pretence”. 
In the mean time many of the Members of the Lower. 
Houſe ſeeing no hopes of Unity and Order, but 1 * — 
ccafions 
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Occaſions of Diſpute and Diſſention given by the Majori- 
y of the Lower-Houſe; did think themſelves obliged to 1dr , ,- 
xroteſt againſt ſeveral new Principles and Practices that 2050 of 
1d been lately brought in, contrary to the Uſage of ſor-- 
mer Convocations, &c. And having drawn up a Formof 
Proteſtation, in as mild and gentle Terms as the Nature of 

he Subject would poſſibly admit, and having ſublcribed 

+in their own Names, and in the Names of thoſe who 

M4 (ent their Proxies to them exhibited and admitted 

nthe regular way : In the laſt Seſſion on Saturday Dec. 

ith, after Prayers in the Lower-Houſe, and reading the 

14s of the former Day, the Dean of Peterborough (as the 

det Dean on that ſide) ſtood up and (aid, 

Mr. Prolocutor, I beg the favour of a few words; I have Speech o | 
been often askt by ſome Perſons without Doors, what — 5 
nas the Cauſe that the Convocations, for the ſrequent 
Meeting whereof we were ſo zealous, have done ſo 


Several 
Members 


\ WF little ſince they met? I did not think fit to give them 
dat Account of it, which I now beg leave (and I hope 
he 


it may be done without offence) to lay before this 


de Houſe: And it is Thu, our not falling jnto thoſe Mea- 
{oY fires of Reſpect and Obedience to the Archbiſhop of the 
the 


province, as Preſident of the Synod, and to my Lords 
the Biſhops, that are moſt certainly due to them: Which 


has occafioned ſo many and ſo great Irregularities in 
the Proceedings of this Houſe, that, without the ex- 
ordinary Favour and Indulgence of the Preſident, 
they might juſtly endanger all Correſpondence and Com- 


that cation betwixt the two Houſes. Theſe Irregularities 

pn ve have often complained of, and were in. ſome hope, „, Fro 
oll. tem what was faid in two Speeches in the be- heft ef 
rent eining of this Convocation 


„and from what was done on did rs. 
oo by the Learned and Worthy Perſon in the Chair, , *** 


: 3 Conveciti- 
that we ſhould have ſome Redreſs of them. Bur t 


O on without 
vur great diſappointment and trouble, we have found — 
F 2 aft. 


I none, Hee. 
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Leave gi- 
ven to read 
the Prote- 
ſtat ion. 


Tet the 
reading in- 
terrupted 


And the 


proger Lie ſtion, Dr. A. drew him off into another Queſtion, whic 


ftion not 
ſuffered to 
be put, 


Innovations and Irregularities. 
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none. We have therefore thought our ſelves obliged 
(nay, I may ſay, we have been forced that pe 
might clear our ſelves from the Imputation of being 
thought Acceſſary to them) to draw up our Proteſt. 
on againſt them, which I now humbly move may be 
entred amonſt the Acts ofthis Day's Seſſion, as a ſand. 
ing Evidence of ourDiſowning and diſſenting from thoſs 


After He had ſpoken thus, he produc'd the Paper, and 
holding it in his Hand, offer'd to read it in order to have 
it entred: And after ſome Debate, it was Agreed, upon 


the Queſtion, that the Dean ſhould read it. And accom. * 
ingly the Dean began to read it, but by that time he hal RY? 
read three or four Lines, before he came to any Particy. | Ho 
lar of the Subſtance of it, Dr. A.ſtood up and loudly inter. WY" i 
rupted him, and ſaid, It was wot a Paper fit tobe read u be 2 
the Houſe ; and would by no means ſuffer the Dean to p bur 
ceed in the Reading of it. Whereupon thoſe Perſons who ot 
had ſubſcribed the Proteſtation, did think it reaſonable ber 
complain, that this was an apparent Breach of the Order alt 
of the Houſe, for one Member to interrupt in ſuch a vid the) 
lent manner the reading of a Paper, which the Houls biſh 
had conſented ſhould be read. However they only deſired u n 


another ſhort Queſtion to be put, Whether the Houſe wal 
ſtill permit the ſaid Paper to be read or not? 
Sut while the Prolocutor was inclining to put this Qu 


he pretended to have moved himſelf ; but the Motion wi 
really made by Dr L. Whether the further reading of thi 
Paper ſhould be adjourn'd to afull Houſe > A Member on ti 
other ſide plainly told them, © That he and the other Pr 
* teſters were in Poſſeſſion of the precedent Queſii 
* which was, Vet ber the Houſe would permit the Paper til 
read or not > a Queſtion, very plain and natural, 1 
that ovght to be firſt anſwered, not only as firſt prop 
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u this Houſe, We plainly intend to carry it elſewhere, 


© vocation. And therefore it is unaccountable, that the 
& Houſe ſhould adjourn the reading of a Paper that is not 
jn their own Power, and shall never be offered to them 
any other Day. Another Member of the ſame fide ex- 


Hſe, when in truth the Houſe was now more full, than 
lithad been in any one of the later Seſſions, and might not 
be again ſo full perhaps, during the whole Covocation. 
But when after arguing in vain, the D. of Peterb. and the 


bihbops and Biſhops. And when admitted, the Dean of 
Peterborough in the Name of himſelf, and the other Mem- 
bers ſpake thus : 


May it pleaſe your Grace, and my Lords the Biſhops. 

*I am deſired by ſeveral Members of the Lower. Houſe 
of Convocation to acquaint Your Grace and my Lords, 
" that having obſerved many Irregularities in the Pro- 
ceedings of the Houſe of very dangerous Conſequence, 
and having often complained of them without redreſs; 
we thought our ſelves obliged to draw up ourProteſtati- 
on againſt them, which we, this day, with all Decencie 
that was fit, moved that it mich be enter d amongſt 
- the Acts of this days Seſſion; and tho at ſirſt we yrs m 
- low 
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« ſed, but as ſufficient to fave the Houſe all further 
u Trouble. As to the other Queſtion of adjourning the 
© Reading of the Paper, it was indirectly brought in, and 
ait could ſerve to no manner of Purpoſe; for if our Paper 
& he-not now received it ſhall never again be offered to 


« 1nd enter it, by leave of the Preſident and Bishops, in the 
® As of the Upper Houſe ; the proper Regiſter of Con- 


cepted againſt their Expreſſion of Adjourning it to a full 


other Proteſters ſaw they could not obtain the Favour of 
being ſuffer'd to read their Proteſtation, they all went out 5 
ol the Houſe, and going directly to the Feruſalem Chamber, ried us ta 
they ſent in their Requeſt to be admitted by the Arch. ½ rer. 
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© low'd'toread it, yet before three or four Lines were n 
„over, the Reading*of it was interrupted by lead 
Member of the Houſe, as a thing not fit to be read 
and after much time and Importunity we could by ne 
* means obtain leave to continue the Reading of it. 
We therefore beg leave to lay it before your Grace 
and my Lords the Biſhops, with our humble Requeg 
* that it may be entred into the Regiſtry of your Houſe 
for the ſame Ends and Purpoſes, as we deſired it mio 
© be done in our own, vzz, to be a ſtanding Evidence « 
© ourdiſowning and diſſenting from them. 
V beg leave farther to acquaint your Grace and m 
Lords, that we have made this Proteſtation not only in of 
„ own Names, but in the Name of many of our Brethrer 
& who were pleaſed to intruſt their Proxies with us, whic{l 
© we have put into the hands of the Actuary of this Houſe 
And alſo that there are many more of our Brethre 
* whom we know to be of, our Minds and Judgment 
that have not left their Proxies with us; who yet 9. 
hope may have Liberty, if they think fit, and as Oy 
portunity ſerves, to ſubſcribe their Names to it. 
After the Dean had thus expreſt himſelf, he read the pn 
teſtation, and laid it on the Table, in this Form : 
The Prote- E whoſe Names are underwritten, Members of th 
ſtation of Lower-Houſe of Convocation, have obſerv'd wit! 
— as « oreat Grief, that for ſome Years laſt paſt, ſeveral ney 
„ Principles and Practices have been introduced into thi 
* Houſe, contrary to the Uſage of all former Convoce 
tions, and to that Duty, which, as Presbyters, we owt 
to the Archbiſhop and Biſhops ; and tending directly tt 
break the Unity of the Synod, under one Preſident 
the Metropolitan of the Province. 
* We had hopes, at the beginning of this Convocation 
that theſe Innovations would have been laid aſide, : 
< leaſt for ſome time, that we might have [pars 
* quiet) 


Fo t.- 


We cuictly to Buſineſs for the Good of the Church, if her 
elly in her Royal Wiſdom ſhould have judg d it pro- 
W or to enable us by her Royal Licence : But finding 
now that theſe new Pretenſions and Practices are til} 
bt up, and fearing leſt, by our longer Silence, they 
WS (ould come to be reputed the Pretenſions of the whole 
lower Houſe, and fo gain Credit and Authority, ei- 
her in the preſent or future Ages: We think our ſelves 
þliged in a publick manner to declare our Diſſent, and 
xcordingly we do in our own Names, and the Names 
o'thoſe with whoſe Proxies we are entruſted, proteſt 
giſt theſe following Particulars, being the chief of 
thoſe Innovations of which we complain, and with 
which, as we conceive, all the reſt muſt ſtand or fall. 
if, That the Prolocutor Prorogues the Houſe with 
be Conſent and by the Authority of the Houſe it ſelf, 
cad not by the Authority of the Schedule, ſent us down 
y the Archbiſhop, the Preſident of the whole Synod : 
The Effect of which has, in late Convocations, been the 
bolding of Intermediate Seſſions, and may be ſo again, 
whenever the Houſe pleaſes; Which intermediate 
Meeting of one Houſe, without the Preſident and the 
ther Houſe, is a manifeſt Breach of the Unity of the Sy- 
od, and very dangerous to the Clergy ; becauſe it has 
either the Archiepiſcopal nor the Regal Authority to 
ſifie it. | 
The pretending to a Power to put the Prolocutor 
Ito the Chair, before he is Confirmed. by the Archbi- 
bop and Biſhops, with an Intent, as we have reaſon to - 
lere, to inveſt him in one part of his Office, That 
| moderating in the Debates of our Houſe, before 
ch Confirmation: Which we take to be highly injuri- 
tothe Power of Confirming,,lodg'd, by our Conſti- 
fon, in the Preſident and Biſhops, and which may be- 
If the Clergy into Attempts of doing, Buſineſs beſore 
| * they: 


( 
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they are by our Conſtitution qualified to act as a Hog 
and which may bring inſuperable Difficulties, if ts 
'* Preſident and Biſhops ſhould ſee cauſe, though even fc 
Legal Reaſons, to refuſe to Confirm the Perfon lo El 
'* ted, and pretended to be inveſted in one part of t. 
Office. 

* That the Houſe pretends to a Power to pj 

* leave to their Members to abſent themſelves from the 
* Attendance in Convocation, and to ſubſtitute prori 
* which we take to be highly prejudicial to the Auth. 
* rity of the Preſident, whoſe ſole Right it is, in obe! 
ence to the Royal Writ, to ſummon the whole Com 
* cation, to have the Returns made to him, to judge 
the Cauſes of Abſence, and to allow or puniſh it, at! 
*© Caſe requires. | 

4. That the Houſe has elected an Actuary in pr 

«* dice of the Right of the Archbiſhop, whoſe Off 
«is Regiſter of the whole Convocation, and has 0 
ſtantly received, by the appointment of the Archbilk 
<* a great part of the Fees paid by the Clergy of the Lo 
* Houſe, and has acted in our Houſe by his Deputy, ui 
< out the intermedling of the Houſe in that matter. 
+5. We think it fit in the laſt place to take not 
of the late diſreſpetful and undutiful Carriage of 
* Houſe, to the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, in rejecting 
« Addreſs to Her Majeſty ſent down by their Lordi 
< without making any Exceptions to it, and infiſting 
* nally upon one drawn up by themſelves, contrary tot 
Method obſerv d in theſeCaſes in a Il formerConvocati 
„ We are perſwaded that all theſe are Innovatu 
and ſuch as tend to exempt the Presbyters from til 
Obedience and Subordination to the Metropolitan 
* Biſhops, and conſequently ſuch as muſt be danget 
< to the ſtate of Epiſcopacy ; and we do believe tt 


to be the more dangerous, becauſe the Presbyte 
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this Church do already by Law and Cuſtom enjoy 
« orcater Power in Provincial Synods, than Presbyters - 
K Five ever enjoy d in any other Epiſcopal Church. 


« We do therefore proteſt againſt all the aforeſaid par- 
4 tjculars, and do deſire, that this our Proteſtation 
© may be enter d into the Acts of our Houle. 


'6. Verney, Proc. Cler. Dioc. Lincoln. 
S. Freeman, Dean of Peterb. 
Rich. Willis, Dean of Lincoln. 
Rich. Bouchier, Archdeacon of Lewes. 

- 'Cha, Trimnell, Archdeacon of Norf. 
Will. Stanly, Archdeacon of Lond. per Proc. R. Willö. 
White Kennet, Archdeacon of Huntingdon. 
Jo. Mandevile, Proc. Cap. Linc. | 
Jo. Cawley, Archdeacon of Linc.per Proc. White Kennet. 
Edm. Gibſon, Proc. of the Chapter of Chicheſter. 
Tho, Green, Proc, Cler. Cant. per Proc. Edm. Gibſon. 
Rog. Grifith, Archdeacon of Brecon. | 
Jonas Proaſt, Archdeacon of Berks, pet Proc. R. Vill. 
Cha. Aſptos, Proc. Cap Ely, per Proc. Car. Trimnell. 
Will. Lloyd, Proc. Dioc. Wigorn. as. 
Will. Epiſc. Ox. Decan. Wigorn. per Proc. V. Lloyd. 
Geo. Bull, Archd. Landaven. per Proc. Ed. Gibſon, 
Tho. Frank, Archd. Bedford, per Proc. W. Kennet. 
Humphrey Prideaux, Decan Norw. per Proc. R. Willi. 
Jo. Jepheot, Proc. Cap. Wigorn: per Proc. V. Lloyd. 
Na. Lye, Proc. Cap. Briſtol per Proc. J. Mandevile. 
Hugh Wynne, Proc. Dioc. Bangor. 
Jo. Jones, Dean of Bangor, per Proc. H. Wynne. 
Rich. Bentley, Archdeacon of Ely, per Proc. Sa. Freeman. 
Cuil. Lunn, Proc. Cler. Elien: per Proc. Edm. Gilſon. [ 
Hum.Prideaux, Archd. of Suffolk, per Proc. C.7rimne/. N 
7a. Stilling fleet, Proc. Dioceſ. Wig. per Proc. V. Lloyd. | 
W141. Barcroft, Proc. Cler. Ciceſtr. per Proc. Ed. Gitſor. 
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Fo. Rogers, Archdeacon of Leiceſter, per proc, Rαœο 
Foſeph Kelſey, Archd. Sarum, per proc. Car. T, Cine p 
Nic, Clagett, Archd. Sudbury, per proc. Sa. Freen WY be 
Wil. Epiſc. Aſaph. Archd. Commend. S. Aſaph. pal th 
proc. V. Lloyd, ; | 
Humphrey Hody, Archd. Oxford, per proc. N. Nene] pn 
Tho, Ball, Proc. Cap. Peterb. per proc. Sa. Freen Win i 
Jo. Epiſc. Bangor. Archd. Bangor. per proc. R. W;1;; nt 
Rob. Wynne, Proc. Dioc: Bangor. per proe Is Lad ke 
John Sedgwick,Proc.Cler.Dioc.Linc-per proc. G.. 
Geo. Martyn, Proc. Cap. Norw. | fat 
Fo. Epiſc. Bangor, Archd. Angleſea, per proc. I. L 
Dan. Price, Dean of S. Aſaph, per proc. Sa. Freemw 
John Jeffery, Archd. Norw. per proc. Geo. Martyn, 
Fo. Whitefoot Proc. Dioc. Norw. per proc. Geo: Man 
Geo- Royſe, Dean of Briſtol, per pro. Car. Trimnell, Wl" ( 
Guil. Hayly, Dec. Ciceſtren. 
Job. Lamb, Dec. Elien. per proc. Guil. Hayly, N 
Job. Tyler, Dec. Hereford, per proc. Guil. Hqh. 
Pet. Allix, Proc. Cap. Sarisb. 
Tho. Owen, Proc. Cap. Meneven- per proc, V. Lud 
Job. Wyckart, Dec. Winton. i 
Will. Worth, Archd. of Worceſter. 5 
Frau. Lloyd, Archd. of Merioneth, per proc. Hu. H t 
After the reading this Paper, the Dean of P— ad : 
other Members were order d to withdraw.; and- after 1 i 
ſhort time being called in again, the Archbiſhop ſpoke toll t 
them in theſe Words: t 
— — * We give you. thanks for your Care and Zeal to preſerve il 
den, Antient Conſtitution of the Convocation of this Province; ai 
According to your Defire, we have ordered your Proteſtatimt 
be enter d upon. the Regiſter of Convocation, 
615. The proteſting Members went back again to their ov 
Houſe, and informed their Brethren what they had dons 
and told them, They. need give themſelves. no further 
Trouble about a Paper that was now Jodg'd in an r 
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place; But the Prolocutor, and thoſe Members who had 
ud behind, being a very inconſiderable Majority, had 
teen drawing up an account of this Matter to juſtifie | 
their own Conduct; and tho many of them were now 2 
Leaſible that it had been much better to have ſuffered the 2 
paper to be read, and laid upon their Table, and ſo kept 5% Mar. 
i their own-Power, and were therefore concern d that the ter ove 
Paſſion of one interrupting Member ſhould prejudice the , 
Reputation and the very Intereſt of the Houſe ; yet they Hue. 
yere directed by the ſame Member to fall into this way of 

ſating the Caſe, 


Die Sabbati, 15. Dec. 1705. 


* The Dean of Peterborough made a Motion, and de- 
ſred to read a Paper, which upon Debate was admitted 
tobeRead, but not as received by the Houſe, till- the 
* Subſtance of that Paper ſhould be known. A part of 
that Paper being read, it appear d to contain an Im- 
' peachment of the undoubted Rights and Privileges of 
this Honſe, and an Arraignment of their Proceedings 
in the preſent, and in ſeveral foregoing Convocations ; 
upon which the reading of it was interrupted, and i 
being a Charge of the higheſt Nature and Conſequence, 
' nd many of the Members concern d in that Paper be- 
ing gone into the Country, on the account 'of the ap- 
* proaching, Feſtival, it was moved, ſeconded, and 
' thirded, to adjourn the farther Reading of that Paper 
to a full Houſez upon which the {aid Dean of Peter- 
borough, and ſeveral other Members, in whoſe Name 
he pretended to ſpeak, after ſome Debate, withdrew. 
The Queſtion put, Whether the further Reading of 


on that Paper ſhould be adjournY to a full Houſe? Carried 

done, in the Affirm. 

che The proteſting Members complained of this Narrative cont!zin's i 
others very Partial, not Full, and not True: And declared, %*"* i 


» Proteſting N 
G 2 That Members. | 
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That if they ſhould hear it read in the next Seſſion 25 2 
AQ of the Houſe, they muſt. proteſt againſt it. Where 
upon the Majority came to this Reſolution . That lea 
be given for the Members that ſhall pleaſe to ent 
their Proteſtation concerning the Preamble to the fore 
going Queſtion next Seſſion, the Houſe reſerving to 
© felt a Power of rejeQing ſuch Proteſtation, if it {14 
contain any thing which the Houſe ſhall judge unſit t 
appear upon their Books. Which ſort of Leave 2 
pear d to the other Members to be rather an Inhibition 
for their very Matter of Proteſting muſt be againſt th 
Proceedings of the Houſe, and therefore offenſive to it 
and ſo of courſe to be rejected by it. Whereas in othe 
Aſſemblies, where a Practice of Proteſting does obtain, th 
Members upon asking and obtaining Leave to Proteſt, a 
not. under a Form of Proteſting reſerved to the Power. of 
the Houſe, to be rejected by it, but are allowed to ente 
their Proteſtation in their own Words: And if any thing 
do aſterward appear to be unfit to remain upon the Joy 

nal, the Houſe does then order it to be ſtruck out. 
Danger of To conclude, the great Caule of thoſe of the Loy 
the Church. Clergy's rejecting the Addreſs of their Lordſhips, Was 1 
Unwillingneſs to join in diſowning the New Clamour « 
the Dangers. of the Church. And it ſo happen d, that du 
ring. this Reluctancy, the Lords and Commons agreed i 

Reſolwion this Reſolution : eo pkg 

of the * Reſolved. by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal , anc 
Lords and e Commons in Parliament aſſembled , that the Churcd 


 _— - England as by Law eſtabliſh'd , which was reſcue 
< from the extreameſt Danger by King William Ill. 
« Glorious Memory, is now, by God's Bleſſing, unde 
the Happy Reign of Her Majeſty, in a moſt ſaſe anc 
© flouriſhing Condition. And that whoſoever goes aboul 
* toſuggeſt and inſinuate, that the Church is in Dang 
* under Her Majeſty's Adminiſtration, is an Enemy to it 


Queen, the Church and Kingdom. THUS 
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THUS ſar had the Account been drawn-up before Chriſt. 
' gas laſt, with no other Aim but that of Peace and Truth. 
dc ne Publication of it was for. ſome time delay'd upon the 
leave ame Principles, to fee if Patience and Silence would diſ- 
iſe Men to a more peaceable Behaviour; and to make 
anther Enquiry into the Acts or Minutes of the Lower. 
Houſe, to come at the truth of ſome things not otherwiſe. 
h eaſily known. In the mean while, the Account was not. 
wtally ſuppreſs d, nor induſtriouſly call'd in, as ſome 
yould repreſent 3 but ſeveral Copies of it were diſpers d 
o proper Hands; and one of em, at leaſt, came into. 
be Hands of the Adverſe Party, and was produc'd in the 
lower Houſe with ſome Complaints, and hard Words. 
bout it; but no manner of Reſutation, or proper 
iſyer , within doors or without, from that day to- 
.. Tho' it was under ſome ſuch expectance of Oppo- 
tion, that the publiſhing of it was * longer delay d ;. 
p vait the ſpying of Faults on the one ſide, and the gain- 
g any better Information on the other. e 
But now at laſt, when the Convocation was prorogud 
purſuance of a Royal Writ, and the Members were 
cturn d to their reſpective Cures and Stations, many Ru- 
nours were ſpread of ill Deſigns in Convocation, and of 
Ittempts to alter the Conſtitution of the Church of Eng- 
x, and of other Dangers, no Man knew what, pro- 
eding from the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, and thoſe Mem- 
rs who dutifully adher'd to them. Theſe Reports were 
0 confidently ſpread, and the Surmiſes upon them were. | 
d artfully turn d to the prejudice of their Lordſhips, that 
became now the more neceſſary to publiſh to the World- 
air Account of the late Proceedings in Convocation : 
Ind the rather, becauſe many of the Clergy, who were | 
m in their. Affections and Obedience to their Superiours, | 
id ſeem. to complain, that they were kept. in the Dark, b 
nd had not Authority to contradict the many ſlanderous | 
Reports which they daily heard from diſaffected Men... 


For. 
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For theſe Reaſons, it was reſoly'd to publiſh the & 
mentioned Account, and to draw up'a continuation of 
the End of the Seſſions. In order to obtain proper 
terials for it, Enquiry was made for the Publick A 
Minutes of the Lower Houſe, which were juſtly preſum 
to be in the hands of the Deputy-Regiſtrary of Conyc 
tion, or at leaſt in thoſe of Mr. Rouſe, the pretended Adu 
ry of the Lower Houſe, But when Application was ma 
to Mr. Dlott the Deputy-Regiſter, he could only enqu 
of the ſaid Mr. Rouſe, and even he coud only ſay, IU 
he had not the Ads, or Minutes in his cuſtody , they we 
in the Prolocutor own poſſeſſion. This was thought 
be a new and unwarraritable Practice. For theProlocyt 
is no keeper of Records, nor has he any Office of his 0 
to reſerve them in; and to truſt em in unknown priv 
Hands, or carry tha about with him, may well endang 
the loſs of them. Whauld the Speakers in either Houſe 
Parliament, take away from the Clerks the Journal of at 
Seſſion, and lock em up in Town, or carry them to the 
-Country-Seats, and keep them as a Property of their oy 
it would, no doubt, be thought a great Irregularity, whit 
the very next Meeting of Parliament would cenſure at 
reform. There is no ſuch Practice in the Upper Hou 
of Convocation; their Acts and Journals, as well dur 
the Seſſions, as at all other times, are in the Hands of t| 
Principal Regiſter, or his Stated- Deputy, who keep the 
in a known Office of Records, where all Perſons concert 
may have free accels to them without Fee or Reward. 
This way therefore of concealing the Acts of the Low 
Houſe, as if they were private Papers that concern t 
body but the Prolocutor himſelf, was thought very ſtrang 
and carried a ſuſpicion in it, that could hardly be gin 
by Honeſt Men in 2 good Cauſe. To recover, if poſlibi 
the fight of the laſt 4s or Minutes, and other Books 
former Convocations, which every Member has 2 rig 
to inſpect, a civil Application was made to the Projocutt 
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reſtore the Books and Papers into the Regiſtry Office, as 
one proper place for the Cuſtody of them. But he 
pas d to make his Excuſes for ſo doing; whereupon 
Ralph Snowe, Principal Regiſter, did, in a Letter da- 
April 11. 1706. JH the Prolocutor to this effect, 
That he was, by Place of Principal Regiſter of this 
province, the Regiſter of Convocation, and by Patent 
he Keeper of his Grace's Records: In virtue whereof, 
ie ſtood accountable to his Grace for every Paper in his 
Whieziſtry, to which all the Acts of Convocation did of 
ght belong; That the Books of the Upper Houſe were 
Win his Office at Lambeth, under his own immediate Cuſto- 
y; only that of the laſt Convocation was in the hands 
of Mr. Tyllott his Deputy, at Doctors Commons; in both 
faces to be conſulted freely at all times, by any Perſon- 
What has occaſion to uſe them. But miſſing the Acts of 
he Lower Houſe (which ſeveral Perſons had of late de- 
fred to conſult): and:finding they were depoſited by his 
(the Prolocutor's) Order, in a private Hand, he muſt: 
fefire him to ſend them with all convenient ſpeed, ei- 
ther to himſelf at Lambeth, or to his faid Deputy at the 
Commons, that he may, according to his Duty, be able 
b produce them when call'd for by his Grace, and to 
Kcommodate all Perſons who ſhall have occaſion to 
wnſult them. That as for the Practice in the Year 1689. 
e had enquired of his Deputy Mr. Jyllot, concerning it; 
ind he alm a (what his Grace alſo, then Archdeacon 
London, and one of the Committee for inſpecting the 
books, very well remember d) that during that Convo- 
ation, the Books of the Lower Houſe were in his (the 
the faid Mr. Ty/lot's) Cuſtody. at Doors Commons, except 
u times when the Houſe had occaſion to conſult them; 
or which particular Purpoſes,. they us d to be ſent for 
tom the Office, and to be return'd to it when ſuch Pur- 
holes were ſerv'd. Hoping therefore to receive an An- 
Wer to this, and the Books themſelves, as ſoon 1 
6& t @- - 


(54) 
(the Prolocutor) could ſend Orders to that purpoſe, t 
the Perſon in whoſe Hands they were lodg'd; he 10 
remains, &c. Neis | 

In anſwer to this, the Prolocutor was pleas'd to wy; 
Firſt to Mr. Zyllozt, and to inform him, That he had 
Letter from Mr. Szowe, wherein, ® Regiſter of Conve 
cation, he claim'd the keeping of the Books of the Lone 
* Houſe, which, as far as he cou d learn, were alwy 
"+ kept by the Prolocutor, and by him delivered up to H No 
* Archbiſhop at the expiration of his Office; that th 
* Right he pretended to was likewiſe-from the Archbiſhor 
as well. as Mr. Snow, only he had alſo a Right from i" 
Lower Houſe, whoſe Books they were, and by whom h 
<« was intruſted: He ſays, this Matter was conſider d u 
* enquir d into before they parted, and by Evidence it wll 
made out, that Prolocutors had hitherto been the Keef 
*.ers of the Books, and he hoped there was no reaſon, wh 
« he may not as well be truſted as others that hay 
gone before him: That he daily expected an Anſye 
from the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, to whom he ha 
<* written, to know how it was during his time: Th es 
< as to the Dean of Glouceſter, tho he believes at the C 
© vocaton 1689, the Books were not at firſt in his had er 
< yet the Lower Houſe complain'd of it as a Wrong dont 
to them to detain them; and when they were deliver! 
* to him, they remain d in the Hands of One to whom 
delivered them for a good while. He concludes, I hm 
© already effer d to make this Matter eaſie, and to let tben l 
< in your Hands, as my Truſtee, till we meet; provided) 
© will promiſe to reſtore them to me, that I may have them! 
produce to the Houſe, from whom I receiv'd them « 1 
% Truſt; I mean all the Books Mr. Rouſe brought to us : 4 
for aur own Papers of our late Tranſaftions, thoſe I don 
« yet call Convocation- Books. 
This Letter was very ſurprizing; for the Prolocutor t 
Pretend a Right poſitively from the Archbiſhop, as ww 
f 


N - 
Vir. Svowe, when he has no Title to produce from either of 
m, and when they both deny the giving any ſuch Right; 
nd then to claim alſo a Right from the Lower Houſe, when 
be Houſe has no Right to the Legal Cuſtody, but only to 
| Wit: Occaſional Uſe of them. And to talk of Evidence, 
qhereby it was made out, that Prolocutors had hitherto 
keen Keepers of the Books; when the Evidence will not 
kar Producing: Then, to ſtate the Matter in Convo- 
ation 1689. dieren from the Apprebenſion of many Living 
Members, who call to mind, that the Claim went no 
ther than the Peruſal and Uſe of the Books, which 
ys never deny'd them. Then, to offer to make 
. F loc his Truſtee for keeping Regiſters, when Mr. Tylot 
bad that Truſt already committed, as Lawful Deputy to the 
% Regiſter, and could borrow no other Title from 
y Commiſiion given him by the Prolocutor. And alter 
chi, to mean only the Old Books of former Convoca- 
ons; and to ſay, that the Papers of the Late Tranſactions 
re not yet call'd Convuocat ion. Boots; when he knew that 
e main Enquiry was, for thoſe very laſt Acts and Mi- 
ntes, which, as far as they go, are as much Convocation- 
jooks now, as they ever will be. — All this was very ex- 
ordinary, and wanted at leaſt to be explain'd in ſome 
ther Anſwer. In a few Days therefore, there was another 
wer ſent directly to Mr. Snowe, wherein the Prolocutor 
as pleas'd to argue, That when there is no Prolocutor 
intruſted by the Houſe to whom they belong, no doubt 
is to be made, but that they belong to the Preſident, to 
lodge them where he thinks fit: But when the Con- 
vocation has fo lately ſat, and is continued by ſhort 
Prorogations, and in all likelihood is to meet again in 
the Winter, he hopes my Lord's Grace will believe them 
to be ſo ſafe in his Hands, as not to inſiſt upon his de- 
lvering them up; which he cannot do, conſiſtent with the 
Truſt repos d in him by the Houſe , till he has written 
to a good many of them, to have their Conſent, 9 
H will 
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will be no ſmall Trouble. And he does not ſee thai 
can ſignify much; there being little in any of em, but 
what is either Printed, or which moſt of their Body at 
ſufficiently acquainted with; Unleſs (ſays he) thoſe that 
enquire after them, do mean our looſe Papers of our laſt Mere. 
ing wbich cannot yet be reckoned amongſt the Convocation. Bu; 
and which, to be ſure , I am not to part with upon ſeveral 4c. 


counts; nor can I think the like ever were parted with þ am 


Prolocutor that has been before me, T have written to (every! 
upon this Occaſion , and ſome Anſwers I have receiv'd; bu | 
cannot ſay I am yet ſufficiently inform d of Matter of Fall. — 
tn u little time, you ſhall be ſure to hear farther from me, 
This laſt Anſwer, was as ſingular as the firſt : For when 
there is, or is not a Prolocutor, the Authority of Hs 
Grace, and the Office of his Principal Regiſter, are the 


fame. Nor will the Preſident at any time exert the Poyerlf 


he is pleas d to give him, of Lodging the Books where le 
thinks fit. His Grace can lodge them no where regularly, 
but in the hands of his Regiſtrary at Lambeth, or his Deputy 
at Doctors Commons, If the Preſident himſelf ſhould do, 
what the Prolocutor now aſſumes the doing of; i. e. con. 
mit the Books to a Private Hand, and there detain them 
from the Uſe of the Members ; it would at leaſt be thought 
not ſo kind or juſt as it ought to be. Then to talk of the 
| Convocation now continued by ſhort Prorogations; when it- 
deed it is no longer ſo Prorogued and Continued by the 
Preſident, as at other ordinary times, from one Seſſion to 
another ; bur is, rogether with the Parliament, Prorogued 
by virtue of a Royal Writ, and is likely to have a long 
Intermiſſion of Sitting. Then, to have Written to a gue 
many of the Members, to have their Conſent ; when they a 
detained, - without and againſt the Conſent, not only of tis 

' Preſident and Biſhop , but of a very conſiderable Numbet 
of the Lower Houſe; and the Conſent of the Small Mao 
rity, for delivering them into the Publick Regiſtry, 15 f 


neceſſary; and if it were, cannot be fairly given, _ 
2 Ou 
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EN 
Houſe not ſratter d. Then to excuſe the Delivery of what 
he knows is Principally meant, the Acts and Minutes of 
the Lower Houſe in this preſent Convocation ; by ſaying, 
they are looſe Papers, which cannot be rec bon d among ſi the Con- 
vocation Books ; when the Minutes taken every Day by the 


ts, Atuary; were review'd and corrected by a Committee at 
de. pleaſure in the Prolocutor s Lodgings; and on the next Syno- 
any dical Day, read to the Houſe ; and being approv'd of, were 
ra to be called the Acts of the Houſe, and ſtand as ſuch, fairly 
1 tranſcribed and atteſted by the Actuary, incapable of Al- 
— WT tcration any honeſt way. Then to ſay, he is not to par: 

with theſe, upon ſeveral Accounts; when the obſtinate con- 
hen cealing of them, can turn to no good Account whatever. And 
He after all, to argue, that he has Written to ſeveral upon this 


Occaſion; and ſome Anſwers he has received; but he cannot 
wer N fay he is yet ſficiently inform doof Matter of Fact: When this 
r Confeſfion does prove, that his Friends themſelves cannot 
ly, agree in this Right of his, nor ſatisfy him in the Fas, upon 
ur Wl which alone they build that Right; no, not aſter all the 
00, Evidence which he ſays was given of it, in the Houſe, All 
o this, is an extraordinary way of making Excuſes, As to 
hem the Hearing farther from the Prolocutor, tis probable that 
ont is not yet done; nor are the Books and Papers tranſmitted 
the to any proper Office, nor any notice given, in what Pri- 
0 10-8 vate Hands they may be found. | 

' the Hence it is morally impoſſible, to give any exact Ac- 
0 aß count of the Myſteries of Proceeding in the Lower Houſe. 
guel For thoſe Members who would have acted in a dutiful 


long Subordination to their Superiors; they, from the Time of 
i their Proteſtation , generally -abſented themſelves , as 
y unable to comply, and unwilling to contend with the reſt 


ot the Houſe, who by that Means became indeed All of 
One Side; tho they were ſo ſmall a Body, by reaſon of 
ſo many Fellow-Members in effe ſecluded by them , that 
dy ſome without-doors, they were call'd 7he Rump. 
It is reported, that this Remainder of a Houſe were buſy- 
H 2 ing 
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ing themſelves. in ſeveral Attempts, for which they bad 
no Commiſſion from Her Majeſty, and no Inſtructions ot 
Advice from the Archbiſhop and Biſhops. By common 
Fame, their peculiar Pleaſure was to ſit Judges of Books and 
Sermons, to approve ſome and condemn others, as ſhould 

ſeem meet unto them, 2 5 
- The Book that had the honour of their expreſs. Appto. 
bation, - was the Treatiſe of I»fant-Baptiſm by Mr. George 
Wall. The Sermon that was cenſur d by them, was that 
of Mr. Hoadly , preach'd before the Lord Mayor and Al. 
dermen of London, and publiſh'd at their deſire. Without 
entring into the merit or demerit of either or theſe Books 
one can hardly forbear thinking, that the reaſon why ons 
was commended, was, becaule it contains ſeveral Refs. 
ctions on ſome of the Biſhops who are not Favourites of tho 
Lower Houſe ; and that the other was cenſur d, becauſe ii Nr 
expreſſes a great Zeal for.the Honour of the Revolution, 
and no leſs Concern for the preſent Government, and the 
\ Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line. As to Mr. Walls Book, 
whatever Commendation it may deſerve, there. doth not 
ſeem to be any other peculiar Reaſon, Why it ſhould. be 
ſingled out among ſo many excellent Books as have been 
publiſh'd within theſe few Years; amongſt which, we may 
juſtly reckon thoſe that have been publiſh'd by Mr, Head 
in Defence of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. And as for his Ser. 
mon above-mention'd, whatever ill Opinion they may 
have of it, yet they cannot but know that ſeveral Books, 
which even themſelves muſt allow to be of much more 
dangerous conſequence, have been lately written by Per- 
ſons of great Name, that are profeſs'd Enemies to tha 
Preſent Eſtabliſhment, which could hardly have eſcaped 
their Cenſure, but for ſome Tenderneſs to the Cauſe in 

which the Authors of them are engaged. 

To return: It cannot be known whether the Lower 


Houſe, i e. the Remnant of it, were any better exoployl 
| tho! 
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o they wou d ſeem to have Affairs of ſome moment de. 
ending before them; for which, they wou d be thought. 
vt to have time enough upon the Synodical Days, tho 
ich were appointed by the Preſident generally frequent 
aough, . excepting at ſuch times as it was convenient for 
de Clergy to have a longer Intermiſſion. And therefore 
de Prolocutor, and remaining part of the Houſe, would 
v reſume the Practice of intermediate Seſſions, or meet- 
g by their own Authority on a ſeparate Day, in deſiance 
the Preſident's Act of Proroguing and Continuing the 
ghole Convocation of Prelates and Clergy to a-longer 
Dy ; for which intermediate Meetings there is no Right, 
id has been no one clear Precedent from the beginning 
of Provincial: Convocations to the beginning of the late 
ntroverſig about the Form and Manner of them. This 
nreaſonable Oppoſition to the Rights of the Metropoli- 
an, and Separation from the Biſhops, and Diviſion from 
many of their own-Fellow- Presbyters,. was highly offen- 
eto many worthy-Perſons heartily affected to the Peace: 
Church and State. And the Scandal of ſuch unhappy. 
viſions began ſo much to increaſe, that Her Majeſty, of 
er Royal Wiſdom and Goodneſs, thought fit to ſend Her: 
racious Letter to the Preſident, to be communicated to, 
be Prelates and Clergy at the next Seſſion, being the Firſt; 
Wy of March, 1705. 


Ta: 


(&) 


To the moſt Reverend Father in God, Our Right 
Truſty and Right Entirely Beloved: Counſellor 
Thomas Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, pr. 
mate of all England, and Metropolitan, and 
Preſident of the Convocation of the Province 
of Canterbury. 


ANNE R. 


; MP? ST Reverend Father in God, Our Right Trufly 

and Right Entirely Beloved Counſellour , We greet 
you well, We are much concern'd, that the Differences in 
Convocation are ſtill kept up, and are rather increaſed than 
abated: And We are the more _— at this unhap- 
py State of Things, betauſe it has been Our conſtant Car: 
and Endeavour, as it ever ſhall be, to preſerve the Cu. 
ſtitution of the Church of England as by Law Efu- 
bliſhed, and to diſcountenance all Divifious and Innovati- 
ons whatſoever. In particular, We are reſolvd to main- 
tain Our Supremacy, and the due Subordination of Pre. 
byters to Biſhops, as Fundamental Parts thereof ; and We 
expect that you, and your Suffragans, do act conformabl to 
this Our Reſolution ; and in ſo doing, you may be ſure of 
the Continuance of Our Protection and Favour. Nor ſhall 
either of them be wanting to any of the Clergy, wbilf 
they are true to the Conſtitution, and dutiful to Us and 
their Eccleſiaſtical Superiours, and preſerve ſuch a Temper 
as becomes ail, but eſpecially thoſe who are in Holy Or 
ders. This Our Pleaſure We require you. to communicate 
to the Biſhops and Clergy of the Convocation of your Pre 
vince. And ſeeing the Convocation ſtands Prorogued to the 


Firſt of March next, We direct you, when that Day comes, 
to 
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Prorogue it to ſuch farther time as ſhall appear to be 
2 : And ſo We bid you very heartily Farewel. 


Given at Our Court at Terſington, the 25th Day of 
February, 1705. in the Fourth Year of Our Reign. 


By Her MWjeſties Command, 
c. HEDGES. = 


The Archbiſhop, at the time of receiving Her Maje- 
ys Letter, was ſo much indiſpoſed, that he cou'd not 
in Perſon Preſide in Convocation that Day. And there. 
fore, in the uſual Method, he appointed a Commiſſa- 
ry, the Biſhop of Norwich , to repreſent him on that 
Day ; when his Lordſhip, being in the Chair with the- 
Suffragan Biſhops about him, did ſend for the Prolocutor 
zd the Lower Houſe - Who appearing in the Feruſalem 


- Chamber, his Lordſhip read the Queen's Letter; and in 
a- purſuance of the Directions of it, was proceeding to make 
ati- the Prorogation- But when the Schedule began to be 
ain- read, Dr. A. pulld the Prolocutor by the Gown, to make 
Ye. aim come away, and brought him near the Door; and 
We the other Members were all put into a like Motion of go- 
ing out. Upon which, the Biſhop of Sarum was pleas'd 
e bo ask, Whither they were going? and Why they would 
ſhall not obey the Queen? or to that effect. Upon this, the 
bilf Prolocutor diſengag'd himſelfFfrom Dr. A. and came back 
and do the Table, and made an Apology for his going, and 
wer WY Lid ſtay till the Convecation-was actually Prorogu'd, and 
dd at laſt defire to have a Copy of the Queen's Letter: 


To which, Anſwer was made, That it would be enter'd 


in their Regiſtry, and from-thence he might freely have a 
Copy of it. | 
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After this, the Prolocutor, with the Members on tha 
ſide, return d into the Lower Houſe, and he took ti 
Chair, and they fat there for ſome conſiderable time 
But what they aſterwards did, none but themſelves a i 
allow'd to know; their Journal having ever ſince been * 
Kept ſo private, that neither their Superiors, nor then 
Brethren, know how to come to the fight of it. 5 
that all the Account that can be farther given, is, tha 
on the 21ſt day of March, a Royal Writ of Prorogati 
was direQed to the Archbiſhop, to be executed. by hir 


or his Commiſſary, to Prorogue the preſent Convocatior 
to the 21ſt day of May. 
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